Popu]ah'on: 1,500,000 (5 lakhs)

Literacy: 5%
Scripture Status: New Testament

translation is nearing comp] etion

Ho ]anguage speakers live in the
forests in the Singbhum district of
Jharkhand state, and in Mayurbhem',
Keon]'har and a few other districts o
Orissa. They are also reported to be in
a few districts of West Eenga] and

o~ Ho paawma} f
. .\b—---;'

Devel opment has
not had any impact
on the lives the Ho
peop]e; for examp]e,

none of the Ho
viﬂages have

e]ec’m'city.

Assam. They ori 'naﬂy inhabited onl
the Singbhum district of Jharkhan
state, but ’chey moved to the
Ma.yurlohan]' district of Orissa due to

forest clearance.

The meaning of the word "Ho” in
their language is "man.” They p‘refer to
live in tﬁ ?orest because ﬂtey exist
mainly on forest prod_uc’cs. They alsodo
agri cuﬁ]’cura] work, but when their field
work is over, the men go to the forests
to hunt. They earn money ]Jy seﬂing
forest good_s, such as oil seeds and gum
from trees. They also collect the leaves
of the Sal tree; t ey sew them toge’cher
and make plates and bowls which are
in great Eememd in North India.
Devel opment has not had any impact
on their lives; for examp]e, none of the
Ho vmages have e]ectﬂ'city. Most Ho
live in mud houses with _ straw-
thatched roofs. They are animists by
faith, and wors}u'p the spirits of their
ancestors. They are zealous about their
cultural iden i’cy and have a very
rosi‘cive attitude towards their

anguage.

The Ho peop]e are very receptive to the
Gospe], and,asa resua/, many churches
and wors}u'p groups have been
established among them. Several
Christian orgam'za Jons work among
them.

The Bibleis being translated into the
Ho ]a.ngua e. Five books of the Old
Testament Z‘:Ty'wwe been translated, and
the New Testament translation is
nearing comp]eticm. The fast growin
Ho church will soon have God’s Wor
in its mother tongue. Having the Bible
in Ho will help the Christians to study
the Scripture and to bear much fruit.
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