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The Banda-Bambari of Central African Rep.
The Banda-Bambari or Banda-Linda as they are also called are situated in
the center of the Central African Republic (CAR) right in the center of this
huge continent which is large enough to encompass three times the area of
the United States including Alaska.
“If someone becomes rich, he will certainly die!” This is a common
belief among the Banda-Linda people of the CAR. Perhaps it is a
justification for the bitter poverty they endure despite discovery of gold in
their area. Most income generating activities are controlled by outsiders
who come to set up trade in the area.
Ancestors of the Banda-Linda came to CAR from Sudan. Today their
descendants survive by raising small gardens to feed their families. Most
people plant manioc, peanuts and corn. They also raise goats and poultry. If
they have more than their families need, farmers sell the surplus which
enables them to purchase other goods.
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Primary Religion:
Ethnic Religion
____________________________________________________________

Disciples (Matt 28:19):
10%
____________________________________________________________

Churches:
Yes
_____________________________________________________________

Scripture Status (Matt 28:20):
Portions
____________________________________________________________

Population (date):

183,000 (1996)
____________________________________________________________

Missionaries introduced the Banda-Linda to Christ in the 1920s.
Today, about one-quarter of the population claims faith in Christ.
Unfortunately, more than half of those who claim Christianity simply add
that profession to well-established African traditional beliefs which include
practices counter to God’s Word. Committed Christians, however, seek
reconciliation rather than retribution through revenge or ritualistic
practices. They also avoid using fetishes to protect their fields, trusting God
will provide for their needs. Another major religion, Islam, is strong in the
Banda-Linda region, attracting about 75 percent of the population. The
followers have little understanding of what they espouse; most combine
that major religion with long-standing traditional practices.

The Banda-Linda of Central African Republic______________________________
Have They Heard The Gospel?
Response to the Gospel

Missionaries introduced the Banda-Linda to Christ in the
1920s. Today, about one-quarter of the population claims faith
in Christ. Unfortunately, more than half of those who claim
Christianity simply add that profession to well-established
African traditional beliefs which include practices counter to
God’s Word.

Number of Churches

unknown

Comment:

Six denominations came together to request help from the
Central African Association for Bible Translation and Literacy,
Association Centrafricaine pour la Traduction de la Bible et
l’Alphabétisation (ACATBA), the national Bible translation
organization in CAR. Local churches have established
language committees as stakeholders in the language project as
well. These churches worked together to find the best
candidates for training as translators.

Is the Word of God Translated?

They have recently translated the Gospel of Luke.

Other Gospel Presentations

The “JESUS” film has been produced and has now started
making its way into local communities.

Bilingualism

Many also use Sango [sag]

