Praying for the

UNREACHED
PEOPLES
OF RUSSIA

Unreached Peoples of Russia

Russia is a vast land with abundant diversity and a rich history. This is the
world’s largest country, extending across 11 time zones and filled with many
ethnic people groups. In fact, 115 ethnic groups in Russia are considered
unreached, totaling nearly 22 million. Of those 115 unreached people
groups, nearly 30 have no one actively engaging them with the gospel. Most
evangelistic efforts focus on reaching ethnic Russians, who make up 80%
of the total population of Russia. Approximately 60% of ethnic Russians
are Russian Orthodox, 35% are non-religious, and a mere 1.2% claim to be
evangelical Christians. Urgent and informed prayer is needed for this great
land and for the many people groups that have yet to hear the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

The Revival of Islam
Some estimate that Muslims, already numbering more than 17 million,
could make up a majority in Russia by the end of the 21st century, not only
because of their population growth, but also because of ethnic-Russian
decline. The largest Muslim people groups are Tatars (5.5 million), Bashkirs
(1.6 million), and Chechens (1.4 million), but there are also many Central
Asians and peoples of the Caucasus Region that practice Islamic teachings.
Of the 115 unreached people groups in this prayer guide, 54 of them adhere
to Islam. While approximately 20% of Muslims faithfully practice Islam, and
thankfully some are turning to Christ, the need is still great for consistent
gospel proclamation among the Muslim people groups of Russia.

North Caucasus Region
Lying between the Black and Caspian Seas, the Caucasus Region remains
one of the least reached places on earth. The Chechen wars of the 1990s
and related terrorist incidents severely destabilized the entire region.
Besides a lack of stability, other factors such as rugged topography,
cultures resistant to change, strong xenophobia, deeply rooted Islamic
beliefs and traditions, and unseen spiritual strongholds make this region
very challenging to reach. There are approximately 50-60 ethnic people
groups living in the Caucasus Region, most of which have little Scripture
in their languages or any churches among their peoples. Thankfully,
this is slowly, but surely, changing. Interagency cooperation, strategic
planning, growing prayer networks, and faithful workers are all helping
to shine a spotlight on this under-resourced and largely unengaged part
of Russia. Dagestan alone, located on the Caspian Sea, is more than 90%
Muslim and home to 34 ethnic people groups. Violence is common, and
unemployment is very high at 50%. Chechnya, to the west of Dagestan, has
long resisted Russian rule. There is a small Christian presence in the capital
of Grozny, and there are an estimated 100 Chechen Christians across
Russia. The people groups of this Caucasus region constitute the least
evangelized peoples in Europe.
Volga Region
This area consists of 14 republics and oblasts and is home to several
large people groups. The 5.5 million Tatars are Russia’s largest Muslim
people group. The majority are nominal or secular; only 10% faithfully
practice Islam. For most, to be Tatar is to be Muslim. The number of Tatar
believers and churches is growing. Bashkortostan is home of the Bashkir,
who are also closely related to the Tatar. They are another large Muslim
people group, but old forms of paganism and folk religion remain strongly
entrenched. Some Udmurt consider themselves Orthodox, but there still
remain very few evangelical believers. The Chuvash, about 1.5 million,
espouse Orthodoxy but are effectively secular. Two Mordvin groups
(Moksha and Erzya) inhabit the republic of Mordovia. Their combined
population is approximately 800,000. Mari El is the traditional home of
the Mari people, who account for 43% of this republic’s population. Most
retain their pre-Christian Shamanist-Animist beliefs, although a small
percentage are Christian.

Siberia Region

This region lies within the continent of Asia and covers about
30% of the total land area of Russia. Siberia is known as the
birthplace of Shamanism and is also home to two large Tibetan
Buddhist people groups, the Buryats and Tuvans. The Buryats
live north of Mongolia, have a population of nearly half a
million, and are the largest ethnic group in Siberia. Shamanistic
practices are commonly mixed with their Buddhism. The
Tuvans live northwest of Mongolia and have a population
of nearly 300,000. In both cases, their religious beliefs and
practices are woven deeply into their cultural identities. The
numbers of Christians and churches among both people groups
are slowly growing. The Khakas people have close ties to
neighboring Tuvan and Altai peoples and are Shamanists and
Animists. Very few Khakass claim to follow Christ.

Far Eastern Region

This region is the largest of the eight federal districts of
Russia but the least populated. The largest city, Vladivostok,
is the terminus of the Trans-Siberian Railway and the port for
Russia’s Pacific fleet. Significantly, it is also connected directly
to China and North Korea by railways, a strategic position to
be utilized to reach its unevangelized residents and neighbors.
The indigenous peoples of the Russian Far East are small in
population, but unique. Spread across large geographic areas,
they include Alutor, Evenki, Kamchadal, Nanai, Negidal, Nivkh,
Orok, and Udekhe. There are also significant numbers of
Koreans (including North Koreans), Japanese, and Jews, many
unreached with the good news.

After Orthodox Christianity, Islam is the
most widely professed religion in Russia.
Islam is monotheistic and teaches that
Allah is merciful and all-powerful. The
primary authority for Islam is the Quran,
viewed by Muslims as the verbatim word of
God. The teachings and normative example
of the prophet Muhammad are also very
important and instructive for Muslims.
Classical Islam teaches that Muslims
should follow the five pillars of practice
(Shahada, Fasting, Prayers, Pilgrimage,
Giving to the Poor) and the five pillars of
belief (One God, Prophets, Books of God,
Angels, and Final Judgment). However, one
should note that the majority of Muslims
in Russia are not strict classical Muslims,
and thus there are varying degrees of
adherence to the previously mentioned
pillars. The majority (95%) of Muslims in
Russia belong to the Sunni branch of Islam,
while about 5% are Shia. Muslims form a
majority of the population of the republics
of Bashkortostan and Tatarstan in the Volga
Region, and they predominate among the
nationalities in the North Caucasus Region.

The main form of Buddhism in Russia
is Tibetan Buddhism. Although Tibetan
Buddhism is most often associated with
Tibet, it spread into Mongolia and via
Mongolia into Russia. There are about
1.5 million Buddhists in Russia, mainly in
the republics of Buryatia, Kalmykia, and
Tuva. There are several Tibetan Buddhist
university-monasteries throughout
Russia, concentrated in Siberia, known as
Datsans. Tibetan Buddhism applies Tantric
practices, especially deity yoga, and aspires
to Buddhahood. Other practices include:
Renunciation, Bodhicitta, Emptiness, and
Vajrayana. In most cases where Tibetan
Buddhism is practiced in Russia,
Shamanistic practices are also
mixed in.

Judaism is an ancient, monotheistic
religion with the Torah as its foundational
text. It is characterized by a belief in one
transcendent God who revealed himself
to Abraham, Moses, and the Hebrew
prophets. Religious practice is lived in
accordance with the Old Testament
Scriptures and with rabbinic traditions.
Jews in the Russian Empire have historically
constituted a large religious diaspora.
In fact, at one time Russia hosted the
largest population of Jews in the world.
Today there are approximately 200,000
Jews living in Russia, most in and around
Moscow. The Jewish Autonomous Oblast
in Far East Russia is also home to a small
Jewish population. Since the dissolution of
the Soviet Union, Jews no longer live under
oppressive government rule. Many Jews
are willing to openly identify themselves as
such, though the number of Jews in Russia
participating in religious observances
remains relatively small.

The vast majority of Russians
identify themselves as Orthodox
Christians, loyal to the religion
that came to Russia more than a
thousand years ago. The Russian
Orthodox Church traces its roots
back to the baptism of prince
Vladimir and the Christianization
of Kievan Rus in 988. When the
Bolsheviks came to power in
1917 and tried to turn Russia
into an Atheist state, religion and
clergy were severely persecuted.
Since the fall of the USSR, the
number of people adhering to
the Orthodox faith has risen.
However, while upwards of 60%
of the Russian population claims
to be Christian (most of whom
are Orthodox Christians), for the
majority, religion is but a symbol,
an identity that is infrequently
practiced. In addition, only a
few small ethnic people groups
espouse Orthodoxy.

An Ethnic Religion is usually
associated with a particular
ethnic group and comprises
various forms and expressions
of religion that are distinct from
those of organized, worldwide
religions such as Christianity or
Islam. Syncretism is common
with Ethnic Religions, mixing
their practices with the belief
systems of other religions.
Of the many different people
groups inhabiting the territory of
contemporary Russia,
40 are officially recognized as
indigenous small-numbered
peoples of the North, Siberia,
and the Far East. These smaller
people groups generally
perpetuate some aspects of
their traditional ways of life and
religious practice. Together,
they number approximately two
million people, less than 0.2% of
Russia’s total population.

How to Use this Prayer Guide
At home:
• Pray for one people group each day.
• When you hear about one of these people groups on the radio, TV, or by reading the news, pray for their needs found in the prayer guide
and for the news event that come with them.
• Read the prayer guide together as a family and pray at dinner time.
• When you see foreigners on the street or in the market, pray for them. Perhaps they haven’t heard about God’s love. If they are your
neighbor, get to know them and pray that they would come to know Jesus Christ and receive His free gift of salvation.
At church:
• Pray during the Sunday service for these people groups.
• As part of Sunday prayer times, distribute information sheets about these people
groups, so that members of the church can continue to pray at home.
• Allocate more time to pray for unreached peoples during a weekly prayer service or in
small groups.
• Send information about people groups through various church communications, so that
people can see and read more about them.
• Project pictures and information about people groups during the service. However, don’t post
on the internet the names of local believers or Christians working among unreached Muslim
groups.
Smartphone Apps:
Carry this information with you wherever you go! These apps are available on both Google Play
(search “upgs”) and the App Store (search “pray upgs”). App features allow you to browse
through all people groups, search by religious categories, learn individualized information about
each people group, and set regular notification reminders to pray. Update apps regularly for the
most current information.

Abaza
Population
43,341
Location
Karachay-Cherkessia,
Stavropol Krai,
Kabardino-Balkaria
Language
Abaza
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Karachay-Cherkessia
Stavropol Krai
Kabardino-Balkaria

Unreached
The Abaza are a steadfast and hospitable people. Mission work
among the Abaza will be difficult because of the current turmoil
in the Caucasus region where they live. Although they embraced
Christianity in the 6th century, only a very few Abaza today have
become Christians. Islam has had a strong hold on them since they
gradually accepted this religion from the 16th to the 19th centuries.
Since there are many Christian people groups in their area, the Abaza
are familiar with Christianity. However, they have no real knowledge
of the saving power of Christ.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers to the Abaza of
Russia.
• Pray that God will give the small number of Abaza believers boldness to
share Christ with their own people.
• Ask the Lord to raise up an army of intercessors who will stand in the
gap for the Abaza of Russia.
• Ask the Lord to soften the hearts of the Abaza so that they will be
receptive to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
• Pray that loving Christians from other ethnic groups will begin to reach
out and share the love of Jesus with the Abaza.
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches among the Abaza of Russia.

Adyghe
Population
124,835
Location
Adygea, Krasnodar Krai,
Moscow
Language
Adyghe
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament

Moscow
Krasnodar Krai
Adygea

Status

Unreached

Christianity was brought to the Adyghe between
the 6th and 12th centuries, but they have been
Muslims for the past three or four hundred years.
Nevertheless, many pagan relics and some forms
of Eastern Orthodox Christianity still exist in their
oral traditions and religious practices. The Adyghe
of Russia need Christian laborers to live and work
among them. Like many ethnic groups, they are
searching for national identity.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord of the harvest to send long-term missionaries to the Adyghe of Russia.
• Pray that God will use Christians in Russia to reach out to the Adyghe.
• Ask the Lord to save key leaders among the Adyghe who will boldly declare the gospel to
their family, friends, and people in the community.
• Pray for Christian media to be translated into the Adyghe language.
• Ask God to raise up prayer teams who will begin breaking up the soil through worship and
intercession.
• Pray that strong local churches will be raised up among the Adyghe.

Aghul
Population
34,160
Location
Dagestan,
Stavropol Krai,
Krasnodar Krai
Language
Aghul
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Portions

Krasnodar Krai
Stavropol Krai
Dagestan

Status

Totally Unreached
The Aghul were converted to Islam after the Arab conquest of
the 8th century. Today the Aghul are virtually 100% Muslim, and
each village has a central square with a mosque. While Dagestan
is the most solid bastion of conservative Islam in the former
USSR, some pre-Islamic traditions are still practiced. Currently,
no mission agencies are working among the Aghul, and there
are only a handful of Aghul believers in Dagestan.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to go to Russia and share Christ
with the Aghul.
• Pray that the doors of Russia will remain open to the preaching of the gospel.
• Ask God to use the small number of Aghul Christians to share the message of
salvation with their friends and families.
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches among the Aghul.
• Pray for completion of a Bible translation in this people group’s primary
language and that His Word will go forth in power amongst the Aghul.
• Pray for gospel messages to become available in audio format.

Akhvakh
Population
7,930
Location
Dagestan
Language
Akhvakh
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached
Prayer Points
The Akhvakh of Dagestan, with their own distinct language, live in nine
major villages or towns in the mountainous region of west central Dagestan
and also in several Akhvakh enclaves in Dagestani urban areas. If an Akhvakh
family feels they are being bothered by a troubling spiritual presence in
their home or experiencing a string of bad luck, they will call upon the local
exorcist to come and engage in ritualistic work to first appease the troubling
spirits and then seek to overpower and expel them from the family dwelling.
Throughout all the peoples of Dagestan, such folk Islam practices are
widespread and exist alongside official Islam and its five pillars.

• Pray for representatives of Jesus’ matchless grace to become true
friends of Akhvakh culture, honoring and helping preserve the
unique Akhvakh language.
• Pray for doors to open for simple prayer in the name of Jesus, as His
Word goes out.
• Pray for two female Akhvakh believers in their relationships with
their Akhvakh family and clan relationships (2 Cor. 2:14-15).
• Pray that the Akhvakh will come to know and experience the power
and authority of Jesus over the spiritual realm and that through
Christ they will be set free from their fears.

Akkin
Population
100,000
Location
Dagestan, Chechnya
Language
Chechen
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Chechnya
Dagestan

Totally Unreached
The Akkin people speak a dialect of the Chechen language and
live among 12 mountainous village clusters in the Novolakskoye
region of Dagestan. In 1944, cited along with the Chechens as
Nazi collaborators, the Akkin people were deported to Central
Asia by order of Joseph Stalin and the Communist regime.
Traditionally, the Akkin practice Sufi Islam (in the Sunni order),
but external missional Salafist (Wahhabi) movements have
attempted to stamp out Sufi practices of Islam throughout
Dagestan.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Akkin will come to know the truth of Jesus Christ.
• Ask the Lord to tear down barriers to the gospel, so that those Christian
workers who live and work among the Akkin will see fruit.
• Ask for Christians in Russia to have a burden to share the gospel with the
Akkin living in their country and pray for open hearts amongst the Akkin.
• Pray that God will establish missionaries among the Akkin who are
committed to their needs.
• Pray that God’s Word in print and audio will go forth in power among the
Akkin to bring forth a harvest of believers.

Aleut
Population
482
Location
Kamchatka Krai
Language
Aleut, Mednyj
Religion
Orthodox Christianity,
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Unreached

The Aleut people historically lived throughout the Aleutian Islands, the Shumagin
Islands, and the far western part of the Alaska Peninsula. In the 1820s, the
Russian-American Company administered a large portion of the North Pacific
during a Russian-led expansion of the fur trade. They resettled many Aleut families
to the Commander Islands within the Aleutsky District of Kamchatka Krai, Russia
and to the Pribilof Islands, Alaska. With very few exceptions, Aleuts are members
of the Russian Orthodox Church. Services are conducted in Aleut, Chukchi, and
Slavonic. The resident clergy are, for the most part, Aleut. In communities where
there is no resident priest, services are conducted by lay readers, all Aleut.

Kamchatka Krai

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Lord will preserve the culture and language of
this small people group.
• Pray that the Aleut will serve the Lord with gladness and
come before Him with joyful singing. Pray that they will
know that Jesus is God. Pray that they will be His people
and the sheep of His pasture (Ps. 100).
• Pray that God will open to the Aleut a door for the word, that
He will send believers to speak the mystery of Christ to the Aleut
people. Pray that the Lord of the harvest will send out laborers
into His harvest among the Aleut (Col. 4:3; Matt. 9:37-38).

Аltai-Kizhi
Population
74,238
Location
Altai Republic, Altai Krai
Language
Southern Altai
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Altai Krai
Altai Republic

Unreached
Prayer Points
Burkhanism is a religion of the Altai people and began in
the early 1900s. Burkhan is the name of the spirit of the
Altai mountains. The Altai people have a strong focus on
animistic practices, believing that there are spirits in trees,
mountains, rivers, and things of nature. Christianity was
especially active and began to spread in this area during
the second half of 19th century. However, even after
accepting Christianity, these indigenous peoples continue
to worship rivers, mountains, and lakes.

• Pray that the few followers of Jesus among the Altai will be accurately
instructed in the truths of Scripture, and will place their faith fully in the
finished work of Christ.
• Pray that all Altai people will come to worship the Creator, instead of His
creation.
• Pray for improved living conditions, for good schools, and for employment
opportunities.
• Pray for the completion of the Old Testament into the Southern Altai language
and that more Altai will be open to reading and studying God’s Word.

Alutor
Population
2,000
Location
Kamchatka Krai
Language
Russian, Alutor
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Kamchatka Krai

Unreached
Prayer Points
Traditionally, the Alutors were engaged in reindeer breeding, fishing,
trapping, and hunting. They positioned their settlements along the
rivers on elevated spots with good visibility. Major changes were
brought about by the establishment of Soviet power in 1923. Along
with the introduction of collectivization, the reindeer breeders
were forced to settle down. This had a far-reaching effect on a
large portion of the Alutors, and their whole lifestyle changed.
New economic relations were woven, accompanied by ideological
reorientation and the abolishing of illiteracy.

• Pray that Alutor people, who are educated and have left their homeland to
pursue their careers, will be exposed to the truth of the gospel.
• Pray that the ethnic-spiritual chains that bind the Alutor people in their
homeland will be broken and that the light of the gospel will shine forth to
all the people.
• Pray for godly servants who are gifted to learn, interpret, and write the
Alutor language to go to the people to translate God’s Word into their heart
language.
• Pray for a spiritual hunger for the Alutor people that will lead them to put
their identity in Christ.

Andi
Population
11,800
Location
Dagestan, Kalmykia
Language
Andi
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Kalmykia
Dagestan

Totally Unreached
Prior to their conversion to Islam, the Andi regularly visited a cultic
center on the peak of one of the mountains. This cult declined after
the spread of Islam but did not entirely disappear. Even now, in
times of summer drought, men and women ascend the mountain to
perform rainmaking rituals. The spiritual life of the Andi continues to
include various elements of superstition. According to popular belief,
each person has an invisible doppelgänger (a ghostly counterpart of
a living person). The Andi believe that the events in peoples’ lives are
a repetition of what has happened to their doubles.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord to supernaturally call Christians who will go to live and
work among the Andi of Russia.
• Ask the Lord to soften the hearts of the Andi so that they will be
receptive to the gospel.
• Pray that God will increase the very small number of Andi believers.
• Ask God to raise up prayer teams who will begin breaking up the soil
through worship and intercession.
• Ask the Lord to bring forth a triumphant Andi church to the glory of His
name.
• Pray for completion of a Bible translation in this people group’s primary
language.

Archi
Population
2,000
Location
Dagestan
Language
Archi
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached
High in the southern mountains of Dagestan in southern Russia, the rugged
Archi people cling to their ancient and proud understanding of themselves.
They are fierce in their identity, and they believe that they preceded all
other peoples. The Archi have observed strict Sunni Islam for over 1000
years. Islam in these mountain villages is a blend of the five pillars and
ancient superstitious practices, such as veneration of sacred trees, common
to folk Islam. The Archi are renowned for their strengths of shepherding,
weaving, and vigorous honor, but they are not renowned for the qualities of
mercy and grace, which have often been in short supply in this culture.

Prayer Points
• Pray for the gospel of grace and the love of Jesus to find its way
into the Archi world through true friends.
• Pray that the Word of God will be infused into Archi culture by
creative efforts and find its way into receptive Archi hearts.
• Pray Matthew 9:36-38 for the Archi people.
• Pray that the Archi will come to boast in the fact that they know
and fear the Lord and will know their identity as people chosen
and loved by God.

Astrakhan Tatar
Population
80,000
Location
Astrakhan Oblast
Language
Tatar
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Astrakhan Oblast

Unreached

The Astrakhan Tatars are a group of Tatars, descendants of the Astrakhan
Khanate’s nomadic population, who live mostly in Astrakhan Oblast. Astrakhan
Tatars are further divided into the Kundrov, Yurt, and Karagash Tatars. The
latter are also at times called the Karashi Tatars. During Soviet times, the
traditional culture and economy of the Astrakhan Tatars underwent great
changes. Starting with the 1930s, especially from 1960 to 1980, Astrakhan
Tatars were subjected to enhanced Russification. Certain changes in the
consumer culture of Astrakhan Tatars were associated with urbanization. In
the 1990s, the ethno-cultural traditions of Astrakhan Tatars began to revive.

Prayer Points
• Pray that God will send people to share the good news with
the Astrakhan Tatar, and that disciples will be made and
multiplied.
• Pray that the Astrakhan Tatar will know Jesus as their Good
Shepherd, who has laid down His life for them.
• Pray for God’s Word to be powerfully proclaimed and spread
to this people group, and that they would have access to
reading and hearing the Scriptures in their heart language.

Avar
Population
912,100
Location
Dagestan,
Stavropol Krai,
Moscow, Chechnya
Language
Avar
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Moscow
Stavropol Krai
Dagestan
Chechnya

Unreached
Prayer Points
Between the 5th and 12th centuries, Georgian Orthodox
Christianity was introduced to the Avar. However, the influence
of Islam was more lasting, and today the Avar are almost
completely Muslim. The Avar are an extremely devoted people.
They hold fast to their religion, and tradition seems to keep
them from being receptive to the gospel. It is important for the
Avar to know that Jesus loves them and that accepting Him will
help to build up their entire community.

• Pray that the Lord will break down the walls of tradition that are keeping
the Avar from receiving the truth of the gospel.
• Pray that the Holy Spirit will reveal the grace and mercy of Jesus to the
Avar, and that they will become devoted followers of Jesus.
• Ask God to raise up laborers who understand the Muslim culture and can
effectively take the gospel to the Avar.
• Pray that loving Russian Christians will have a burden to share Christ with
the Avar and will be accepted by them.
• Ask God to raise up strong local churches among the Avar.

Azerbaijani

Population
603,100
Location
Dagestan, Moscow, Saint
Petersburg, Khanti-Mansi,
Tyumen Oblast
Language
Azerbaijani
Religion
Islam (Shia)
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Saint Petersburg
Moscow

Khanti-Mansi

Tyumen Oblast
Dagestan

Unreached
Russia’s Azeri are primarily Muslims of the Ithna Ashari tradition,
but there are some Hanafite Muslims as well. Twenty percent
of the Azeri in Russia do not practice any form of religion.
Traditionally, their identity as Muslims was more important to
the Azeri than even their national identity. They believe that
being a spiritual community of Islam is much more important
than being a nation. While there is more freedom to share
the gospel in Russia than in Azerbaijan, the Azeri remain very
resistant. Progress has been very slow.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord to send long-term Christian workers to Russia to share Christ
with the Azeri.
• Pray for God to bring vision for outreach to Russian believers who are
currently living among the Azeri.
• Pray that God will open doors for Christian businessmen to share Christ with
the Azeri.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften their hearts towards Christians so that they will
be receptive to the gospel.
• Pray for God to give wisdom, favor, and strategies to the mission agencies
that are focusing on the Azeri.
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches among the Azeri.

Bagulal
Population
6,500
Location
Dagestan
Language
Bagvalal
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached
The Bagulal (also known as the Bagvalal or the Kvandin) are a
small ethnic group belonging to the Avar-Ando-Dido peoples
of West Alpine Dagestan. These people live on the western
slopes of the high mountains of Dagestan. Close to the Georgian
border, they are almost at the midway point on a line from Tblisi
to Makhachkala. They call themselves “Bogatiyri” (or heroes).
Culturally and linguistically, they are close to the Avars.

Prayer Points
• Pray that Jesus will be exalted as the hero and Savior of the Bagulal.
• Pray that God will send workers who are willing to learn their complex heart
language, live in their rugged and isolated terrain, and tell them about Jesus.
• Pray that the families will come to salvation and be strongly committed to
the Lord.
• Pray that God will raise up churches amongst the Bagulal and use this small
people group to be a light and testimony to other Muslim groups.

Balkar
Population
112,900
Location
Stavropol Krai,
Kabardino-Balkaria
Language
Karachay-Balkar
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Stavropol Krai
Kabardino-Balkaria

Unreached

The Balkar are exclusively Muslim, following the teachings
of the Koran, yet traces of their traditional beliefs can
still be seen. For instance, when drought is evident,
the villagers say prayers and pour water on each other.
Horseshoes are nailed over the doors of their houses for
good luck, and horse skulls are thought to protect homes
from the “evil eye” (curse caused by an intense gaze).
During an eclipse, the Balkar make noises with metal
objects so that the “sun monster” will not eat the moon.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord of the harvest to thrust forth many missionaries into Russia to share
Christ with the Balkar.
• Ask the Lord to send loving Russian Christians to minister life to their Muslim
neighbors.
• Pray that the Holy Spirit will soften the hearts of Russia’s governmental leaders
toward the gospel.
• Ask God to call forth teams of intercessors who will rise up and faithfully stand in
the gap for the Balkar.
• Pray for the salvation of key Balkar leaders who will boldly proclaim the gospel to
their family, friends, and people in the community.
• Ask the Lord to bring about strong local churches among the Balkar.

Baraba Tatar
Population
8,000
Location
Novosibirsk Oblast,
Omsk Oblast
Language
Baraba
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Omsk Oblast
Novosibirsk Oblast

Unreached

The Baraba Tatars began to follow Islam in the first half of the
15th century. At the time of their conversion, and well after
it, the Baraba retained most elements of their native religious
practices, which were similar in many respects to the religious
traditions characteristic of the native peoples of West and South
Siberia and to many steppe nomad traditions as well. Pre-Islamic
elements include Shamanism, the use of anthropomorphic figures
(qurchaqs) to represent ancestors and other tutelary spirits, burial
rituals, and the Barabas clan-based social structure.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the eyes and hearts of the Baraba Tatars will be open to
Christianity, despite the fact that they are confirmed by faith in Islam.
• Pray for peace so that the Russian and Tatar peoples will continue to
develop relations and their past wars will not happen again.
• Pray that the Baraba Tatars will know the power of Christ to cleanse, heal,
and give life, and will experience His grace, love, and peace.
• Pray that the Baraba Tatars will be reached for Jesus and will then in turn
share the gospel with those around them.

Bashkir
Population
1,584,554
Location
Bashkortostan,
Chelyabinsk Oblast,
Orenburg Oblast
Language
Bashkir
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Bashkortostan
Chelyabinsk Oblast
Orenburg Oblast

Unreached
In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, Russians and
Tatars began seizing Bashkir land. Prior to this, the Bashkir
had lived as nomadic shepherds. They turned to agriculture
for survival, and most of them still live as farmers. Some,
however, have moved into the cities to find industrial
work. The Bashkirs are almost entirely Muslim. In the 18th
century, the Orthodox Church attempted to convert them
to Christianity, but today very few are Christians.

Prayer Points
• Pray that God will raise up faithful intercessors to stand in the gap for the
Bashkirs.
• Ask God to strengthen, encourage, and protect the small number of Bashkir
Christians and use them to be powerful testimonies of the gospel to their family,
friends, and neighbors.
• Pray that God will raise up loving Russian Christians to reach out to their Muslim
neighbors.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of these Muslims towards Christians so
that they will be receptive to the gospel.
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches among the Bashkirs.

Besermyan
Population
2,201
Location
Udmurtia
Language
Udmurt
Religion
Orthodoxy Christianity,
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Udmurtia

Unreached

The Besermyan are a Turkic people group living in northern Udmurtia.
They are believed to be descendants of the Volga Bulgarians and
have a rich cultural past. Through a process of assimilation with the
Udmurts, the Besermyan have tended to lose their cultural identity.
Although they have belonged to the Orthodox Church for many
centuries, they do not know the Word of God or the basic truths of
Christianity. Many have left the church.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Besermyan, having retained their national identity,
will know God and live by His Word (Is. 54:4-8).
• Pray for true followers of Jesus to come in contact with
Besermyan and boldly proclaim to them the gospel of Christ.
• Pray that the hearts of the Besermyan will be open to accept the
truth of the gospel and share it with their loved ones.
• Pray that the Besermyan would know their true identity in Christ
and experience the love that God has for them.

Bezhta
Population
8,280
Location
Dagestan
Language
Bezhta
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached
The Bezhta are a mountain people located in the extreme southwest corner of
Dagestan, near the border with Georgia. As a matter of fact, about 1,000 Bezhta
live across the border in two Georgian mountain villages. The overwhelming
majority of Bezhta consider themselves Muslims. A significant percentage of the
population determines its involvement in Islam by adhering to Muslim domestic
rules, customs, orientations, and criteria. Knowledge of the fundamentals of Islam
differs significantly among various parts of the population. Rituals of evoking rain
and sun; elements of the worship of the sky, luminaries, mountains, reservoirs, and
groves; and belief in magic genies, patron spirits, and evil spirits are preserved.

Prayer Points
• Pray for linguistically-gifted representatives of Jesus’ love
to serve the Bezhta and help preserve their language. This
will touch the hearts of Bezhta people.
• Pray for the grace of Jesus and the power of the Holy
Spirit to break through into open hearts among the
Bezhta and spread from clan to clan and village to village
(2 Chron. 16:9).
• Pray that the Bezhta will lift their eyes to the mountains
and know that their help comes from the Lord, the Maker
of heaven and earth, and that Jesus is the One who
protects them from all evil (Ps. 121).

Botlikh
Population
7,200
Location
Dagestan
Language
Botlikh
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached
Prayer Points
The Botlikh are situated in five villages high in the
western mountains of Dagestan in a secluded valley.
The region is famous for its fruit trees, even grapes
and apricots, which grow bountifully in this unusual
environment amidst the rugged mountain ranges of
this area. Traditional Islam, tinged with ancient folk
customs, holds sway in this region.

• Pray that the few urban followers of Jesus in Dagestan who have connections into the
Botlikh culture will follow the voice of the Spirit to reach key men and women amongst
this people group.
• Pray that the Holy Spirit will break the barriers and the hard soil in the hearts of the
Botlikh and make it fertile soil that will bring forth a great and bountiful harvest for
Jesus and His kingdom.
• Pray for open doors to proclaim the gospel to the Botlikh and hearts that are ready to
receive it.
• Pray that the hearts of the Botlikh will come to experience and bear the fruits of the
Spirit - His love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, etc.

Buryat
Population
462,000
Location
Buryatia, Irkutsk Oblast,
Zabaykalsky Krai
Language
Buryat
Religion
Tibetan Buddhism,
Shamanism
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Irkutsk Oblast
Zabaykalsky Krai
Buryatia

Prayer Points

Unreached
The Buryats are the largest unreached people group of southern Siberia. They are
originally nomadic herdsman who are descendants of the Mongols. They have incor
porated Mongolian, Tibetan, and Chinese elements into their culture and have been
influenced by the Russians after living together with them over 350 years. Most Buryats
are no longer nomads but have settled into villages or cities. They highly value education,
the arts, and sports like archery and wrestling. Buryats practice Tibetan Buddhism and
Shamanism, both of which delve deeply into the spirit world. The New Testament has
been translated into the Buryat language, but the Old Testament has yet to be completed.
Buryats are a very kind and polite people but are generally resistant to the gospel.

• Pray for God to raise up Buryat believers to take the
gospel to the many villages where Buryats have never
heard the name of Jesus.
• Pray for the completion of the translation of the Bible
in the Buryat language.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Buryat
toward Christians, so that they will be receptive to the
gospel.
• Pray that Buryats will see and understand the great
power and eternal victory of the One True God over
the evil spirits.
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong indigenous Buryat
churches.

Chalkan
Population
1,200
Location
Altai Republic
Language
Chalkan
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Altai Republic

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Chalkans are an indigenous Turkic people group living in the north
of the Republic of Altai, mostly in remote villages in the Turachak
Region. They live in the basin of the Lebed River (meaning “Swan”)
and have been otherwise called the “Swan Tartars”. Approximately
500 Chalkans still speak the Northern Altai dialect Chalkan, but they
all speak Russian fluently and the Chalkan dialect is endangered.
They were originally a hunting, fishing, and gathering community,
and many of their activities and traditions are still in use today. Their
traditional religion is a mixture of Shamanism and Animism.

• Pray that Russian Bibles will be placed in the hands of the Chalkan who
understand the Russian language.
• Ask the Lord to bring forth a triumphant Chalkan church for the glory of
His name.
• Pray that the Lord of the harvest will send loving Christians who are willing
to live and serve among the Chalkan peoples.
• Pray for the completion of translation of some Bible stories into Chalkan.
• Pray that the Chalkans’ fear of the spirits and mountain gods will be
replaced by a love and fear of the One True God.

Chamalin
Population
9,500
Location
Dagestan, Chechnya
Language
Chamalal
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Chechnya
Dagestan

Totally Unreached
Prayer Points
Agvali and Gadiri are two of the 14 Chamalal villages in the high
mountains of extreme western Dagestan. In these 14 villages,
plus eight more across the ridge in the adjacent mountains of
southeastern Chechnya, live the Chamalal. All Chamalal people
proudly consider themselves Muslim and follow traditional Sunni
Islam mixed with ancient Animistic practices. Pray that the rich
but harsh heritage of Chamalal culture will be graced with the
mercy of Jesus and the fruit of the Spirit. To date there are no
known Chamalal believers.

• Pray that trained linguists will befriend the Chamalal and honor their ancient
complex language, and in so doing open doors for oral recordings of the good
news of Jesus in their heart language.
• Pray that Chamalals will connect with Dagestani followers of Jesus in urban
areas and become messengers to their own people.
• Pray that the Chamalal people will hear the good news in their own language
and that faith will come by hearing.
• Pray for God’s Word to go forth in the power of the Spirit amongst the
Chamalal, and that house churches will be planted in their villages.

Chechen
Population
1,431,400
Location
Chechnya, Dagestan,
Ingushetia, Moscow
Language
Chechen
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Moscow
Ingushetia
Dagestan
Chechnya

Unreached

The Chechen are a strong, determined people with a long
history of fighting for their independence. Chechens are among
the most devout Muslims in the former Soviet Union. Their
strong Islamic faith is very difficult to influence. In recent years,
the rise in Chechen nationalism has strengthened their Islamic
beliefs; however, it has also brought devastation upon them
in the form of Russian military invasion. The resistance to
Christianity by the Chechens is severe, with the possibility of
torture or death. There is little Christian witness amongst them.

Prayer Points
• Pray for the endurance and protection of the few Chechen believers.
• Ask the Lord to tear down barriers to the gospel, so that those Christian
workers who live and work among the Chechens will see fruit.
• Pray for freedom from war, destruction, bitterness, and anger.
• Ask for Christians in Russia to have a burden to pray for and share the
gospel with the Chechens living in their country.
• Pray that God will establish missionaries among them who are committed
to their needs.
• Pray that the message of the love, truth, and hope of Jesus will be
proclaimed in the power of the Spirit among the Chechen and for faith to
come by hearing.

Cherkess
Population
73,184
Location
Karachay-Cherkessia,
Adygea
Language
Kabardian
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Adygea
Karachay-Cherkessia

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Cherkess live mainly in northern Karachay-Cherkessia. They are
the descendants of the Besleney Circassians and speak the Besleney
Kabardian dialect. During the 4th-16th centuries the religious
representations of Circassians combined elements of Christianity and
traditional ethnic beliefs. The process of accepting Islam was gradual.
The first Circassians to embrace Islam were the ethnographic groups
who lived on the Black Sea and Azov coast. To date, the vast majority of
Circassians are Sunni Muslims. Approximately 7% of the total number
of Circassians in Russia profess Circassian monotheistic religion.

• Pray that just as Joseph was a light to the Egyptians thousands of
years ago, the few Cherkess believers who exist today will be Christ’s
ambassadors to their own communities.
• Pray that the God of wandering peoples (Deut. 26:17) will lead them to
seek a home made without hands (Heb. 11:13-16).
• Pray that the Cherkess people will become interested in God’s Word
and that strong believers will tell them Jesus is more than a prophet,
but that He is the God who sacrificed Himself for them.
• Pray that their eyes will be opened to see the glory of God in the face
of Christ.

Chirag
Population
3,000
Location
Dagestan
Language
Dargwa
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached
The Chirag are a rugged mountain people from high in the southcentral mountains of Dagestan. Their home village of Chirag sits at
nearly 6,000 feet in elevation in a high river valley. Combined with the
closely connected sister language of the Amuq people, all together
there are five Chirag-Amuq villages with approximately 3,000 total
people in this distinct language group. Many Chirag now live in the city
regions of Dagestan.

Prayer Points
• Pray for divine protection for the new Chirag believers.
• Pray that the radiance of Christ in their lives will touch other open hearts
among their relatives, and that the precious grace of Jesus will spread
from clan to clan among the Chirag-Amuq.
• Pray that God will lift up the light of His countenance upon the Chirag
people, and that they will come to know the love and truth of Jesus.
• Pray that God will break the barriers that are keeping the Chirag from
hearing and accepting the good news.
• Ask God to send messengers of the grace and love of Jesus to these
distant villages, and that they will find people of peace there.

Chukchi

Chukotka

Population
15,908
Location
Chukotka,
Kamchatka Krai
Language
Chukchi
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Kamchatka Krai

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Chukchi are traditionally divided into the Maritime
Chukchi, who had settled homes on the coast and lived
primarily from sea mammal hunting, and the Reindeer
Chukchi, who lived as nomads in the inland tundra
region and migrated seasonally with their herds of
reindeer. In Chukchi religion, every object, whether
animate or inanimate, is assigned a spirit. This spirit
can be either harmful or beneficial. Some of Chukchi
myths reveal a dualistic cosmology.

• Pray that the Lord will have compassion on this very small people group, and that the
eyes of their hearts will be enlightened, so that they may know the hope of His calling
(Eph. 1:18).
• Pray that God will send His laborers to this far region of Russia to share His light, love,
and truth with the Chukchi and to pray diligently for them.
• Pray that as the deer pants for water, the Chukchi’s souls will be thirsty for the Living
Water, making their hearts ready to hear His truth.
• Pray that the Chukchi will be a people who know the reality of Christ’s presence, love,
and power.

Chulym
Population
355
Location
Tomsk Oblast,
Krasnoyarsk Krai
Language
Chulym
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Krasnoyarsk Krai

Tomsk Oblast

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Chulym have lived in the Chulym River Valley in southcentral Asia since the late 1500s when their ancestors were
forced out of western Siberian Tatar territory. Once settled in
the Chulym River Valley, they intermingled with other Turkic
peoples and eventually became the group known as the Chulym
or Chulym Tatar. Although most Russian Tatar are classified as
Sunni Muslim, the Chulym seem to be Shamanists (they believe
in an unseen world of gods and demons), a belief probably
influenced by their close association with the Khakass people.

• Pray that Lord will send forth Christian medical teams and health care workers
to live among the Chulym of Russia.
• Ask God to send strong believers to minister to the Chulym and to grant wisdom
and favor to them as they serve and share the gospel.
• Pray that Russian Bibles will be placed in the hands of the Chulym who
understand the Russian language, and that their hearts will yearn to read
God’s Word.
• Ask the Lord to bring forth a triumphant Chulym church for the glory of His name.
• Pray for translation of the Bible to begin in this people group’s language.
• Pray for God to preserve this small people group.

Chuvan
Population
1,600
Location
Chukotka
Language
Yukaghir (Southern)
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Chukotka

Unreached

Historical accounts describe the Chuvans as a people in
Siberia, belonging to the Yukaghir group. They roamed
along the upper tributaries of the Anadyr and Anyuy Rivers
in the 17th century. The Chuvans were engaged in hunting,
fishing, and reindeer breeding. In the 18th century, some
Chuvans retreated to the Kolyma River following attacks
by the Chukchi. There they gradually Russified, while the
remainder were assimilated by the Koryaks and Chukchis.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Chuvan will find Jesus Christ to be the only one to meet their physical
and spiritual needs.
• Pray that the Chuvan people will search for the pearl of great price – Jesus Christ,
and that God will use them to be fishers of men for Him.
• Ask God to protect this small group from extinction, and that these people will
know how God values and loves them and their culture.
• Pray that God will reveal His awesome power to the Chuvans, and that they will no
longer fear the spirits, but worship and serve the One True God.

Chuvash
Population
1,435,872
Location

Chuvashia, Tatarstan,
Bashkortostan, Ulyanovsk
Oblast, Samara Oblast

Language
Chuvash
Religion

Chuvashia
Tatarstan
Ulyanovsk
Oblast
Bashkortostan
Samara Oblast

Orthodox Christianity,
Ethnic Religion

Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Minimally
Reached
Most Chuvash live in the Republic of Chuvashia and
surrounding areas, although Chuvash communities can be
found throughout the Russian Federation. In contrast to
almost all other Turkic peoples, the majority of Chuvash
became Russian Orthodox in the 18th century. Elements of
the Animistic nature religion of the Chuvash has survived
to this day in modified and reduced form. Since the 1990s,
with some success, some Chuvash nationalists strive for the
revival and renewal of Paganism.

Prayer Points
• Pray that God will raise up faithful intercessors who will stand in the gap for the
Chuvash.
• Ask God to strengthen, encourage, and protect the small number Chuvash Christians
and use them to be a powerful witness to their family, friends, and communities.
• Pray that the Chuvash will experience the personal love and care of God in their lives
and understand the grace of Jesus to save them from their sin and shame.
• Pray for God’s Word to go forth in the power of the Spirit, and for strong indigenous
Chuvash churches to be planted and multiplied.

Crimean Tatar
Population
2,500
Location
Moscow,
Krasnodar Krai,
Kabardino-Balkaria
Language
Crimean Tatar
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Moscow
Krasnodar Krai
Kabardino-Balkaria

Unreached
In the 1940s, Soviet dictator Josef Stalin accused these Tatars of
collaborating with the Nazis, so he exiled them to Siberia. Fortyseven percent of them died on the long march or in concentration
camps. It wasn’t until 1989 that they returned to their homeland.
Today they are a minority group in Ukraine and continue to face
discrimination. Despite the fact that Crimea became a center for
Islam in the 13th century, the majority are not devout Muslims.
Some continue to hold onto ancient beliefs in Animism, while only
0.01% of the Crimean Tatar population is Christian.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord to call full-time Christian workers who are willing to go to
Russia and share Christ with the Tatars.
• Ask God to strengthen, encourage, and protect the small number of
Crimean Tatar Christians.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften their hearts toward Christians, so that they
will be receptive to the gospel.
• Ask the Lord to raise up a strong church among Crimean Tatars.
• Pray that Crimean Tatars will come to know Jesus as God’s Son and Savior
of the world.
• Pray for the distribution of the recently completed Crimean Tatar Bible.

Dargin

Population
589,400
Location
Dagestan, Stavropol Krai,
Kalmykia
Language
Dargin
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Stavropol Krai
Kalmykia
Dagestan

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Islamic practices of the Dargin are strongly
syncretistic, that is, mixed with a substantial heritage
of pre-Islamic traditional beliefs. With the increasing
popularity of Islam and the growing power of Muslim
politicians, thousands of mosques and hundreds of
Islamic schools have been re-opened in the Muslim
territories that are still part of the Russian Federation.
The Dargin need to encounter Christians who will show
them the love of Jesus in practical ways.

• Ask the Lord of the harvest to send forth willing workers to the Dargin.
• Pray that God will strengthen, encourage, and protect the very small number of Dargin
believers.
• Ask God to raise up faithful intercessors who will stand in the gap for the Dargin.
• Pray that the Jesus Film will be used among the Dargin and be effective in sharing
about the life and truth of Jesus.
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong indigenous churches among the Dargin for the glory of
His name and for His light to shine brightly in these Muslim territories.
• Pray for completion of a Bible translation in this people group’s primary language. Pray
that the Dargin people will be hungry for God’s Word.

Dido (Tsez)
Population
11,700
Location
Dagestan
Language
Dido
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached
The Dido (Tsez) live in Dagestan and speak their own
language. The Tsez were evangelized by Georgian
missionaries in the 4th and 5th centuries. Beginning in the
15th century, they were forced to take Islam as their religion.
In spite of being Muslims, they have an Animistic worldview
and celebrate nature holidays. They believe in genies, evil
spirits, witchcraft, and demons. There are no evangelical
churches amongst the Dido, and there are no Christian audio
or printed resources available in their language.

Prayer Points
• Pray as they leave the mountains and move to more easily accessible places
that they will be exposed to the gospel.
• Pray that the Tsez will experience the power of the Holy Spirit, which is greater
than their evil spirits.
• Pray that their eyes will be open to see that Jesus wants to break the curses of
the evil spirits (Gal. 3:13).
• Pray for translation of the Bible and Bible stories to begin in this people group’s
primary language.
• Pray for gospel messages to be available in audio for this group, so that they
can hear God’s truth in their heart language.
• Pray that many Dido will experience freedom from their fears.

Digor
Population
100,000
Location
North Ossetia
Language
Digor
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

North Ossetia

Unreached

The Digor are a subgroup of the larger Ossetians, an Iranian ethnic
group of the Caucasus Mountains. The Ossetians have a long, rich
history but eventually divided into two distinct ethnic groups, the
Iron and the Digor, marked by differences in dialect and territory.
Whereas a majority of the Iron became Eastern Orthodox Christians
as a result of the efforts of Byzantine missionaries in the 10th century,
most of the Digor came under Islamic influence. Paganism is still very
widespread among both the Iron and the Digor, with ritual traditions,
sacrifice of animals, holy shrines, and worship in pagan temples.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Orthodox and Muslim Digor will come to know the truth,
love, and saving power of Jesus Christ.
• Pray for the complete translation of the Bible in the Digor’s heart
language.
• Ask God to send workers who will share the love and good news of
Jesus with the Digor and with the Ossetians.
• Ask God to save key leaders among the Digor and Ossetians who will
boldly declare the gospel.
• Pray that strong local churches will be raised up among the Digor and
Ossetians.
• Pray that God will prepare the hearts of the Digor to receive the gospel.

Dolgan
Population
7,885
Location
Krasnoyarsk Krai,
Yakutia
Language
Dolgan
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Yakutia
Krasnoyarsk Krai

Unreached

Dolgan means “people living on the middle reach of the
water”. The Dolgan have three tribal groups known as the
Dolgans, the Dongots, and the Edyans. Some of the Dolgans
are Shamanists. They believe in the existence of “Ichi”
spirits, which can reside inside an object, making it alive.
They also believe in the existence of good spirits called
“Aiyy” and evil spirits called “Abaasy”. Most of the Dolgans,
nevertheless, belong to the Russian Orthodox Church.

Prayer Points
• Pray that loving Christians will be sent to reach the Dolgan in their own
communities.
• Pray for deliverance from the bondages of alcoholism and for God to help them
find ways to support themselves.
• Pray that God will lead the Dolgan beside quiet waters that are found in Jesus,
and that He will restore their souls and guide them in paths of His righteousness.
• Pray that the Dolgan will know the power of God’s Spirit and have faith to believe
that He is good and the Giver and Sustainer of all living beings.

Eastern Mari
Population
150,000
Location
Bashkortostan,
Sverdlovsk Oblast,
Udmurtia
Language
Mari, Meadow
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Udmurtia

Sverdlovsk Oblast
Bashkortostan

Unreached
Prayer Points
In the 16th century, Meadow Mari migrated
to Bashkortostan and the Urals to avoid forced
Christianization. Over the centuries, the Mari of the
Urals managed to preserve their unique culture and
religion. Despite persistent persecution by Tsarist
and Soviet governments, as well as the powerful
influence of Russian Orthodoxy, Islam, and Atheism,
the Mari have continued to pray in secrecy in their
holy groves.

• Pray that the Eastern Mari will know the One True God, who is not limited by the walls
of the church.
• Pray for the destruction of spiritual bonds that keep the Eastern Mari from knowing and
accepting the truth (Matt. 4:16).
• Pray that the Eastern Mari people will love and glorify God (Ps. 85:9-10).
• Pray for the publication of the Bible in the native language of the Eastern Mari.
• Ask God to free the Eastern Mari from the wrong perceptions they may have of Jesus,
and that God would send followers of Jesus to the Mari who will share with them His
love, power, and truth.

Enets
Population
227
Location
Krasnoyarsk Krai
Language
Enets, Forest
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Krasnoyarsk Krai

Unreached

The Enets are traditionally a nomadic, tribal people, but life
changed dramatically for them under Soviet rule when they
were forced to settle and the pastures for their herds were
taken away. Today the Enets are rapidly dying out due to
such forces as alcoholism, unemployment, and poverty. Their
life expectancy is a mere 45 years. While they may be called
nominal Christians, possibly due to social or political pressures,
in reality they practice Animism. They worship tree spirits,
ancestral spirits, and the god, Numi-Torem.

Prayer Points
• Ask God to preserve the Enet people, culture, and language, and that they
will know God’s love and value for their people group.
• Pray that the Enet people can hear the gospel in their own language, and
that the seeds of the truth will be planted deeply in their hearts to bring
them to saving faith.
• Pray that the Enets will know and experience the power of the One True
God, and that He will free them from their bondage to false gods.
• Ask God to send believers to the Enet people who will share the love and
truth of Christ with them.
• Pray for the Holy Spirit to raise disciples from among this small but precious
people and use them to give the Enets a purpose for life.

Even
Population
22,383
Location
Yakutia,
Magadan Oblast,
Kamchatka Krai
Language
Even
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Kamchatka Krai

Yakutia

Magadan Oblast

Unreached
The origin of the Evens is closely associated with that of the
Evenks, and for a while the Evens were considered to be a
territorial subgroup of the Evenks. In the north of Yakutia, they
still live together. It is probable that the origin of the Evens does
not lie with the Tungus, but that their way of life and language
did change considerably under the influence of the Tungus. The
Evens have developed as a result of the intermingling of Tungus
and Yukaghir elements during the last millennium. The material
culture of the Evens does not differ from that of the Evenks.

Prayer Points
• Pray that God will send His laborers to these far regions of Russia to proclaim
His truth and love to the Even people.
• Pray that the Evens will know the power of Jesus to save, forgive, cleanse, and
heal.
• Ask God to raise up a strong community of believers among the Even people
who will proclaim His Word and pray on their behalf.
• Pray that the Evens will come to know freedom from their fear of the spirits
and will find refuge and hope in God.

Evenki

Population
38,396
Location
Yakutia, Krasnoyarsk Krai,
Khabarovsk Krai
Language
Evenki (Tungus)
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Unreached

Today Evenki are divided into two main groups, engaging
in different types of economy. There are the hunting and
reindeer breeding Evenki, the horse and cattle pastoral Evenki,
as well as some farming Evenki. The Evenki were forced
to convert to Orthodox Christianity in the 16th and 17th
centuries. As a result, by 1862 there were 9,480 registered
Evenki Christians. However, their conversion appears to have
been largely superficial. They continued to worship spirits;
they also included statues of Jesus among their idols.

Yakutia
Krasnoyarsk Krai
Khabarovsk Krai

Prayer Points
• Pray that existing Christians among the Evenki will have a real redemptive faith
in God and live in the power of the Spirit by His Word.
• Pray that the Holy Spirit will work in the hearts of the Evenki, so that they turn
away from idols to the One True God (Acts 26:18).
• Pray that all Evenki will have the Scriptures from which they can read and learn
the truth about God.
• Ask God to break down the barriers that prevent the Evenki from hearing and
accepting the truth of Jesus, particularly the negative consequences of their
former forced conversions and false perceptions they may have of Christianity.
• Pray that the souls of the Evenki will thirst for the living God, as the deer pants
for water (Ps. 42:1).

Ginukh
Population
600
Location
Dagestan
Language
Ginukh
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached

The Ginukh have been Sunni Muslim since the 8th century,
with strong elements of Animism, magic, and the occult
mixed in. God loves the Ginukh people. As His Word tells us
in Acts 17:26, God honors the distinct Ginukh culture and
language. But to date, grace has not broken through. When
Jesus told His disciples in Luke 24 that “repentance for
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all
ethnos,” He was thinking of the Ginukh people.

Prayer Points
• Pray for carriers of Jesus’ grace to become friends of the Ginukh people.
• Pray for those who will honor the remarkable Ginukh language and help to
preserve it.
• Pray that oral recordings of the good news will be prepared in their heart language,
and that faith will come by hearing His Word.
• Pray Matthew 9:36-38 for the Ginukh people.
• Pray for the strong roots of Islam to be broken in the hearts of the Ginukh people,
and that their eyes will be opened to see the glory and love of Jesus Christ.

Gunzib
Population
2,400
Location
Dagestan, Chechnya
Language
Gunzib
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Chechnya
Dagestan

Totally Unreached
Prayer Points
The Gunzib live in five high mountain villages in extreme
southwestern Dagestan. Their distinctive Gunzib language
is mutually unintelligible from their nearby neighbors, the
Bezhtas. Russian is used as a common language. These
villages have been completely Muslim for over 600 years,
with mosques restored in each village in the last two
decades. The Gunzib are a noble people with carefully
guarded ancient traditions, but they are also renowned for
their quarrels with neighboring mountain peoples.

• Pray for carriers of the amazing grace of Jesus to become true friends of the Gunzib
people.
• Pray that men and women of the Gunzib will come to be reconciled with God. Pray
that they will experience the peace of Christ and, in turn, make peace with their
neighbors.
• Pray that workers will honor the Gunzib language and bring the good news to this
people in their heart language.
• Pray for God to break the strongholds that keep the Gunzib from hearing and
accepting the truth of Jesus.

Godoberi
Population
3,000
Location
Dagestan
Language
Godoberi
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached

The Godoberi people are located in the far western
mountains of Dagestan near Chechnya. Today they
observe strict Sunni Islam. At a funeral, the male relatives
will say endless ritual prayers, hoping to reach a total
of 70,000 repetitions. Local Muslim traditions say if you
reach that number, the deceased will have a better chance
of making it into heaven, but you will never know for sure.
At the end of the 14th century, they were both Christian
and Animistic.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord of the harvest to send missionaries and translators to Dagestan, so
that the people may not only be able to hear the good news but also read it in
their own language.
• Pray that God will open their eyes so that they will worship the Creator rather
than the creation.
• Pray for creative and relevant approaches to reach the Godoberi with the gospel.
• Pray that the Godoberi will know that Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life, and
that they too will be made alive together with Christ.

Ingush
Population
444,800
Location
North Ossetia-Alania,
Ingushetia, Moscow
Language
Ingush
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Moscow

North Ossetia-Alania
Ingushetia

Totally Unreached
Prayer Points
Renowned for the tall towers they built for their families in
the Caucasus, the Ingush have survived Stalin-era reprisals,
an armed conflict with neighboring Ossetia, a Chechen
war, and founded numerous diasporas in European and
major Russian cities. The Ingush are very committed to
the beliefs of Islam. They are traditionally a tribal people
who have maintained their cultural identity through their
families and religion.

• Pray that God will prepare the hearts of the Ingush to receive the gospel of Jesus.
• Pray for the effective use of the Jesus Film and other evangelistic tools in the
Ingush language.
• Pray that God will protect and encourage Ingush believers and give them
boldness and power to share Christ with their own people.
• Ask the Lord to bring forth triumphant Ingush churches for the glory of His name.
• Pray for God’s Word to be distributed and proclaimed in the power of the Spirit.
Pray for completion of a Bible translation in this people group’s primary language.
• Pray that they Ingush would run to Jesus, their Strong Tower and Refuge.

Itelmen
Population
3,193
Location
Kamchatka Krai
Language
Itelmen
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Kamchatka Krai

Unreached

Itelmen are one of the smallest people groups in the north as well as
being one of the most ancient. “Itelmen” means “an inhabitant of dry
land, a human being”. They also are known as Kamchadals because
they live in Kamchatka. The origin of the Itelmens is unknown, but what
we do know is that they are native inhabitants of Kamchatka. Some
people say that they moved there some 6,000-7,000 years ago from
mainland Asia. In 1697, the Itelmens population was 12,680 people,
but it dropped to below 9,000 people in 1738 because of contagious
sicknesses. The population has continued to decline since then.

Prayer Points
• Pray that workers will travel to and share the gospel with the
“inhabitants of dry land” in this harsh, isolated harvest field.
• Ask God to break through the veil of darkness and despair that rests
over the Itelmen with the saving light of His gospel.
• Pray that many Itelmen will profess that Jesus as Lord, that their soul
thirsts and their flesh yearns for Him in a dry and weary land where
there is no water. Pray that they will see His power and glory (Ps. 63:1-2).
• Pray for God to give them dreams of a better life with Christ.

Kabardian
Population
516,826
Location
Kabardino-Balkaria
Language
Kabardian
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Kabardino-Balkaria

Unreached

Although Christianity was introduced to the Circassians
between the 6th and 12th centuries by Byzantine missionaries,
they have been Sunni Muslims for the past three or four
hundred years. Nevertheless, many pagan relics and some
forms of Eastern Orthodox Christianity can be found in their
oral traditions and religious practices. They are viewed by
many of the orthodox Middle Eastern Muslims as being very
liberal and have often come under persecution.

Prayer Points
•
•
•
•
•

Ask the Lord to send laborers to live and work among the Kabardian.
Ask God to soften hearts to receive the gospel.
Pray that God will reveal Himself to them through dreams and visions.
Ask the Lord to save key leaders who will boldly declare the good news.
Ask Jesus to take authority over the spiritual principalities and powers that are
keeping them bound.
• Ask God to raise up prayer teams who will begin breaking up the soil through
intercession.

Kaitag
Population
21,000
Location
Dagestan
Language
Kajtak
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached
Prayer Points
The Kaitag primarily live in the Kaytagsky District of
southern Dagestan. The Kaitag engage in silkworm
breeding, weaving, wood and stone carving, forging
business, as well as cattle breeding and agriculture.
They are well-known for their unique embroidery.

• Pray that God will reveal Himself to the Kaitag, most of whom belong to the mystical
group of Sufi Muslims, worshipping the creation rather than the Creator. Pray that they
will come to worship Jesus as the firstborn of all creation.
• Pray that God will open their eyes to see His glory in the face of Isa (Jesus), who is the
Savior of all nations.
• Pray that followers of Christ among their neighbors will powerfully witness to the Kaitag
with due respect, wisdom, and love.
• Pray that the Kaitag will be able to hear and read God’s Word in their own language, and
that the truth of Jesus will be proclaimed in power among this people group.

Kalmyk

Population
183,400
Location
Kalmykia, Volgograd Oblast,
Astrakhan Oblast
Language
Kalmyk
Religion
Tibetan Buddhism,
Shamanism
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Volgograd Oblast
Astrakhan Oblast
Kalmykia

Unreached
In the late 1500s, the Kalmyk adopted Tibetan Buddhism. The people
looked to the lamas and shamans for spiritual, medical, and political
guidance. In the mid 1900s, the Soviet government exiled most
Kalmyk people from their homes and sent them to Siberia. When they
returned to Kalmykia, many were forced to conform to Soviet lifestyle,
which included being forced to convert to Russian Orthodoxy. Kalmyk
Buddhism is a mixture of ethnic beliefs and Shamanism. Occultism is
very prominent as Kalmyks have the custom of going to a Buddhist
temple and inviting the gods to live inside them.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Kalmyk people, so that
they will be receptive to the love of Jesus.
• Pray that God will free Kalmyks from occultism and fear of evil spirits.
• Pray that God will grant wisdom and favor to the mission agencies that
may be currently focusing on the Kalmyk.
• Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to go to the Kalmyk and share
Christ with this people group.
• Pray that God will use the oral traditions of storytelling to spread the
fame of Jesus among the older and newer Kalmyk generations.
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches among the Kalmyk.

Karachay

Population
218,400
Location
Karachay-Cherkessia, Stavropol
Krai, Kabardino-Balkaria
Language
Karachay-Balkar
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Karachay-Cherkessia
Stavropol Krai
Kabardino-Balkaria

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Karachay people are a Turkic people who
are ethnically, culturally, and linguistically related
to the Balkar. They are a hard-working and
honorable people. The Karachay are Muslim,
and each village has its own mosque. However,
many of their traditional pagan beliefs have been
intermingled with Islam. The people believe in
evil spirits and pagan sacrifices, and rituals are
often performed.

• Pray for the completion of the Old Testament in the Karachay’s primary language.
• Ask the Lord to send loving Russian Christians to minister to their Muslim neighbors and
share the good news of Jesus with them.
• Ask God to call forth teams of intercessors who will faithfully pray for the Karachay.
• Pray for the salvation of key Karachay leaders who will boldly proclaim the gospel to those in
their communities.
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches among the Karachay.
• Pray that the Karachay will come to know the power of the One True God and accept the
sacrifice Jesus Christ made on their behalf.

Karata
Population
6,700
Location
Dagestan
Language
Karata, Tokita
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached
Prayer Points
The Karata inhabit ten villages in the Akhvakh and Khazavyurt
districts of Dagestan. They breed cattle, do agriculture, work
with wool, and make things with stone. They are Sunni Muslims
but also practice witchcraft rituals and believe in evil spirits,
genies, and demons. Family problems are taken to the head of
the mosque, and he makes decisions based on sharia law.

• Pray against the strongholds of Animism and witchcraft.
• Pray the Lord will take them out of darkness and into His marvelous light.
• Pray for church planting teams to be sent to pioneer work among this
people group in the Caucasus.
• Pray for loving Christian friends to honor the Karata language and culture
and become “bridge people” into Karata relationships.
• Pray that the Karata will know Jesus as the One who has all authority in
heaven and on earth and will worship Him as the Lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the world.

Kazakh

Population
647,700
Location
Omsk Oblast, Saratov Oblast,
Orenburg Oblast,
Astrakhan Oblast
Language
Kazakh
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Saratov Oblast

Omsk Oblast

Orenburg Oblast
Astrakhan Oblast

Unreached
Kazakhs have lived in Russia for several generations, mainly
located in the border areas with Kazakhstan. The Kazakhs
embraced Islam during the 16th century and still consider
themselves Muslim today. Changes in Kazakh society (mainly
from a nomadic to a settled lifestyle) and an attempt by the
Soviets to suppress religious freedoms have led the people
to adopt Islam more closely. However, their Islamic practices
have been combined with traditional folk religions including
belief in spirits, Animism, and ancestor worship.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord to send long-term laborers to live among Kazakhs and share the love
of Christ with them.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to open the hearts of Kazakhs toward Christians so that they
will be receptive to the gospel.
• Pray that God will raise up strong local churches among the Kazakh people.
• Ask God to grant favor and wisdom to the mission agencies that may now be
focusing on Kazakhs.
• Pray that the Kazakh people will know God as their true Father and worship Him
alone.
• Pray that Kazakhs will find their true identity in Jesus and come to know the love
He has for them and their culture.

Kazan Tatar

Population
5,310,649
Location
Tatarstan, Bashkortostan,
Moscow, Udmurtia
Language
Tatar
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Moscow
Udmurtia
Tatarstan

Bashkortostan

Prayer Points

Unreached

The Kazan Tatar are a group of Turkic people with sizable colonies in virtually
every republic of the former Soviet Union. Established in 922, the first Muslim
state in Russia was Volga Bulgaria, from which Tatars inherited Islam, and this area
now has a very strong Islamic hold. Although Tatars are primarily Islamic, many of
them still honor saints and holy places. Some beliefs in supernatural powers such
as the “evil eye” still exist from their pre-Islamic days. Unfortunately, Tatars have
a distorted view of Christianity as a result of the forced conversions of the Russian
Orthodox Church. Christian laborers are needed to live and work among the Tatar
of Russia. Translation of the Bible into Tatar was completed in 2016.

• Pray that Tatars will come to know the all-sufficiency of
Christ to save and redeem them.
• Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to go and share
Christ with the Tatar.
• Ask God to use Tatars believers to boldly share the love
of Jesus with their friends, families, neighbors, and coworkers.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of Russian Tatars
toward Christians so that they will be receptive to the
gospel.
• Ask the Lord to add daily to the number of Tatars being
saved, and that strong churches will be planted and
multiplied among them.

Ket

Population
1,200
Location
Krasnoyarsk Krai,
Tomsk Oblast
Language
Ket, Russian
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Krasnoyarsk Krai
Tomsk Oblast

Minimally
Reached
Prayer Points
The Kets are among the smallest people groups in northern Siberia.
During harsh winters, they hunt for deer and elk or trap animals for their
fur. They build winter shelters by digging holes in the snow, and they
travel on large skis. They live along several tributaries of the Yenise River.
The Ket people are Shamanistic, but have no professional shamans.
They believe in a supreme being, Esi, the sky god, yet they also believe
in lesser gods, some who are good, some who are evil. During their
worship, they have a musical tradition that includes improvisational
singing along with an assortment of wooden instruments.

• Pray for Kets to have a heart hunger to know the One True God of all.
• Pray for missionaries to come to them, living lives that demonstrate
God’s message of love and forgiveness and finding ways to present the
truth of God’s Word in an understandable and compelling way.
• Pray for Kets to receive Jesus as their Savior and walk with Him as the
Way, Truth, and Life.
• Pray for the availability of the Jesus Film in the primary language of this
people.
• Pray for audio gospel messages to become available in the Ket language.

Khakas
Population
72,959
Location
Khakassia,
Krasnoyarsk Krai
Language
Khakas
Religion
Tibetan Buddhism,
Shamanism
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Kamchatka Krai

Khakassia

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Khakas are unique among their Siberian neighbors in
that they have a longstanding tradition of Russian Orthodox
beliefs rather than Shamanism, Buddhism, or Islam. This stems
from the 1600s when the first Russians arrived in Khakassia.
Currently, however, there is no strong commitment to Russian
Orthodoxy among the Khakas. Today the Khakas are rapidly
becoming a secularized group, with few of the present
generation of Khakas youth having any interest in religion.

• Pray that the gospel of Jesus will soon come to the Khakas in a living,
meaningful way.
• Pray that the Khakas will come to understand their need for the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ.
• Pray that God will start a spiritual awakening among Khakas that will challenge
the Buddhist-Shamanist-Animist heart of their Russian Orthodoxy, and that
they will become true followers of Jesus.
• Pray that the Khakas will come to know the power and love of Jesus that can
set them free from the darkness and sin that blinds their hearts.

Khalka Mongol
Population
3,000
Location
Irkutsk Oblast,
Buryatia, Kalmykia
Language
Mongolian
Religion
Tibetan Buddhism,
Shamanism
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Irkutsk Oblast
Kalmykia

Unreached
Khalka Mongols are known for their generous, kind, and hospitable nature.
They keep detailed genealogies to prove they are the direct descendants
of the famous Genghis Khan, founder of the Mongolian Empire in the 13th
century. While many became atheists in the mid 1900s, today many of them
blend their traditional Shamanistic beliefs with Tibetan Buddhism. There are
only a few Christ-followers among them, mainly Catholics. For the Mongols,
as in most Buddhist realms, to accept Christianity would mean financial and
material ruin for them. The community and family ties are so strong that any
Christian convert would be an outcast with no means of support.

Buryatia

Prayer Points
• Pray for God to grant wisdom, strength, and perseverance to the
missionaries who are trying to reach the Mongols for Christ.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Mongols toward
Christians, so that they will be receptive to the good news.
• Pray that God will protect and encourage the small number of Mongol
Christians and enable them to share the gospel with their own people.
• Pray that Russian and Buryat believers will reach out to the Mongols
living in their area.
• Pray for the effective distribution and use of the Mongol Bible, the
Jesus Film, and audio recordings, and for God’s truth to go forth in
power among the Khalka Mongols.

Khanty
Population
30,943
Location
Khanty-Mansi,
Yamalo-Nenets, Tomsk
Oblast, Tyumen Oblast
Language
Khanty
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Yamalo-Nenets
Khanty-Mansi

Tomsk Oblast

Tyumen Oblast

Unreached
The Khanty once lived to the southwest of their current homeland
and belonged to the same ethnic group as the Hungarians. Around
the year 500, after being forced to leave the region, the Khanty
migrated to the northeast and settled near the Ob River. They
came under Russian control in the 16th century. Russian settlers
flooded the region, making the Khanty a tiny minority in their own
land. During that time, Russian merchants cheated them, and taxes
became unbearable. After the Communists took over, taxes were
lowered substantially and education was greatly improved.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord to send forth laborers willing to adapt to the harsh Siberian
climate to work among the Khanty.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to open the eyes of the Khanty to see the glory and allsufficiency of Christ and to give them new hearts that worship Him alone.
• Pray that God will save Khanty leaders who will share the love of Jesus
with their own people.
• Ask God to raise up prayer teams who will begin breaking up the soil
through worship and intercession.
• Ask the Lord to bring forth triumphant Khanty churches for the glory of His
name.

Khvarshi
Population
4,000
Location
Dagestan
Language
Khvarshi
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Unreached

Approximately 4,000 Khvarshi people speak their own distinct
language and are located in eight mountain villages and in
several lowland settlements in northern Dagestan. For centuries,
they have followed Sunni Islam mixed with folk superstitious
practices. In 1944, the Khvarshi were moved by force to
Chechnya. Thirteen years later, some of them returned to
their half-destroyed villages, and others moved to the valleys
of Dagestan. There are no known Khvarshi who have come to
saving faith in Jesus.

Prayer Points
• Pray for ministry strategies that will help churches to be unified in the midst
of this Muslim region, and that God will give openness and hunger to the
Khvarshi for the gospel.
• Pray that God will draw these Muslim Khvarshi peoples to His Son, Jesus,
whom the Koran recognizes as just a prophet of God.
• Pray God will remove the deception of Animism and Shamanism.
• Pray that the Khvarshi will see the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Christ (2 Cor. 4:6).

Kist

Population
707
Location
Chechnya,
Ingushetia
Language
Chechen
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Ingushetia
Chechnya

Unreached

Kist people belong to the larger Caucasian ethnic group called Vainakh,
just like the Chechens from Chechnya and the Ingush from Ingushetia.
All three peoples – Chechens, Ingush and Kists – are Vainakh people
and share similar cultural features. The term “Kists” refers to ethnic
Chechens who came from Chechnya to settle in Pankisi Gorge in the
18th century, and it is the name that the Georgians originally gave them.
The Kists have now become Georgian citizens; they speak Georgian and
bear Georgian surnames.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Kist people will read, receive by faith, and be changed by
the Word of God, which is available in their language.
• Pray that the Kist will come to know the power, love, and truth of
Jesus and will recognize that He is the only way to God.
• Pray for God to send strong Christians to the Kist who will be able to
share the good news and hope of Jesus.
• Pray that God will bring the Kist near to Himself, and that they will be
satisfied with the goodness of His presence (Ps. 65:4).

Komi-Permyak
Population
94,456
Location
Perm Krai,
Khanty-Mansi
Language
Komi-Permyak
Religion
Orthodox Christianity,
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Khanty-Mansi
Perm Krai

Minimally
Reached
The Komi-Permyak live in the Komi-Permyak
Autonomous Area. The Orthodox variant of Christianity
was one that spread among the Komi. After the Russian
Civil War, church activities were severely curtailed, and
the practice of religion was restricted to families. In the
1960s and 1970s, the Baptist Church gained importance
in parts of the Komi territories.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Komi-Permyak will experience the freedom from sin and shame that can
only be found in Jesus Christ.
• Ask God to raise up strong churches of faith, and that His truth will go forth in power
among the Komi-Permyak.
• Pray that Baptist churches will be a powerful testimony to the Komi-Permyak of Jesus’
grace, truth, love, and forgiveness.
• Pray that God will open the eyes of the Komi-Permyak to see that He is the One who
works wonders and has redeemed them by His power.

Komi-Yazva
Population
6,420
Location
Perm Krai
Language
Komi-Yazva
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Perm Krai

Minimally
Reached
Komi-Yazva live in the northeastern part of the Perm Krai, mainly
in the Krasnovishersky District in the basin of the Yazva River.
They confess the Orthodox religion in the Old Believers’ version,
the traditions of which are widely expressed in festive and
family rituals. They have preserved some elements of their preChristian beliefs and customs. Like the southern Komi-Permyaks,
in the funeral rites they hang out the dead man’s clothes for
40 days on the wall of the cottage. The custom of planting
coniferous trees on the graves has also continued.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Komi-Yazva will know the authority, power, and majesty of God.
Pray that they will also experience His great love and forgiveness.
• Pray that God will bring followers of Jesus into the lives of the Komi-Yazva
who will share with them in word and deed the truth and hope found in
Jesus.
• Pray that the Komi-Yazva will joyously draw water from the springs of
salvation. Ask God to make His deeds known to the Komi-Yazva and make
them see that His name is exalted (Is. 12:3-4).

Komi-Zyrian
Population
228,235
Location
Komi Republic,
Yamalo-Nenets, Nenets
Language
Komi-Zyrian
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Nenets
Komi Republic

Yamalo-Nenets

Minimally
Reached
The Komi-Zyrian live west of the Ural Mountains in the
northeastern half of the European portion of the Komi
Republic. Although the Komi-Zyrian accepted Christianity in
the 14th to 15th centuries, numerous traces of their ancient
Animistic religious beliefs have remained as superstitions.
One of the characteristic features of Komi-Zyrian mythology
is belief in guardian spirits, shadow souls, water spirits, forest
spirits, etc. A large number of Komi-Zyrians are Old Believers.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Komi-Zyrian will know that the Lord is their light and salvation. Pray
that they will fear and worship Him alone and know Jesus as the defense of their
lives (Ps. 27:1).
• Ask God to send laborers into His harvest among the Komi-Zyrian.
• Pray that they will have receptive hearts to accept the good news.
• Pray for God to raise up strong communities of believers amongst the Komi-Zyrian
who will be powerful testimonies of truth and prayer warriors for their people.

Koryak
Population
7,953
Location
Kamchatka Krai
Language
Koryak
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Kamchatka Krai

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Koryaks are the main aboriginal population of the
Koryak Autonomous District, a part of Kamchatka Krai
in Russia. Traditionally, they practiced Shamanism from
pages of the official shamans, as well as within the family
circle. Transgendered people were considered effective
shamans. The Koryak saw wolves as their relatives, and
in their mythology an important position was given to
ravens. The Koryak today are still mainly Shamanists.

• Pray that God will send laborers to the Koryak and give protection and wisdom as
they bring love and truth to them.
• Pray that the hearts of the Koryak will be open to the truth of Jesus, and that they
will know His power and authority over the physical and spiritual realms.
• Pray for the formation of prayer communities who will intercede for this people
group.
• Ask God to reveal to the Koryak that His hand made the heavens and the earth and
through Him all things came into being.
• Pray that God will look to the Koryak, and that their hearts will be humble, contrite
of spirit, and tremble at His Word (Is. 66:1-2).

Kriashen Tatar
Population
34,822
Location
Tatarstan, Udmurtia,
Bashkortostan,
Chelyabinsk Oblast
Language
Tatar
Religion
Orthodox Christianity
Bible Translation
Complete

Tatarstan Udmurtia
Bashkortostan

Chelyabinsk Oblast

Status

Unreached
Prayer Points
Kriashen Tatars, sometimes referred to as Baptized or
Christianized Tatars, are a sub-group of the Volga Tatars.
Some regard themselves as being different from other
Tatars, even though most Kriashen dialects differ only
slightly from the Central Dialect of the Tatar language.
Kriashen embroideries contain many Finno-Ugric and
Turkic elements, which are not evident in those of the
Islamic Tatars.

• Pray that God will use the Christianization of this Tatar group to make them open to
hearing about the truth, love, forgiveness, and healing of Jesus.
• Pray that the Kriashen will become a powerful witness of the saving grace of Jesus to
other Tatar and Muslim groups.
• Pray that God’s Word will be distributed, read, and accepted by the Kriashen people,
and that they will hunger for His truth.
• Pray that the Kriashen people will ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name and
worship Him alone. Pray that the Lord would give spiritual strength to the Kriashen and
bless them (Ps. 29:2, 11).

Kubachi
Population
7,000
Location
Dagestan
Language
Kubachi
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached
For more than ten centuries, Islam has blended into the proud
Kubachi culture. Rigid defense of Kubachi traditions and rigid
defense of Islam often go hand in hand. Is there hope of
grace for this proud and guarded people? The Kubachi need a
Nicodemus, who will honorably seek out grace-filled answers
for his spiritual dissatisfaction from a representative of Jesus’
salvation in a nearby people group of Dagestan. Given the
proud traditions of Kubachi, he may need to initially do this at
night, just as Nicodemus did in John 3.

Prayer Points
• Pray for courageous Kubachi who will understand that highest honor comes
from the One True God and not from created things (Rom. 1).
• Pray that the hope of 1 Peter 1:7 will spread through the Kubachi people:
“...that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is
perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
• Pray that the Kubachi will seek and come to know the grace and truth of
Jesus Christ, which will set them free and give them life.
• Ask God to send faithful believers to share the hope and light of the gospel of
Christ with the Kubachi.

Kumandin
Population
2,900
Location
Kemerovo Oblast,
Altai Krai,
Altai Republic
Language
Altai, Northern
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Unreached
The Kumandin are a Turkic, Altaic people who
traditionally make their living by hunting and fishing,
working as herders and nomads, and living off the
land. Their language and culture are endangered,
and there is real concern for the continuing of
the Kumandin people. Many of them are facing
unemployment and economic problems, as well as
a loss of their own traditions. They practice spirit
worship and Shamanism.

Kemerovo Oblast
Altai Krai

Altai Republic

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Kumandin will know the power of the One True God over the spirits and
accept salvation by faith in Christ.
• Pray that God will saturate these people with His Word, truth, and guidance so they will
no longer be in bondage to the emptiness of spirit worship and Shamanism.
• Pray that God will save Kumandin leaders who will share the love of Jesus with their own
people.
• Ask the Lord to bring forth a triumphant Kumandin church for the glory of His name, and
through the church to preserve the Kumandin people.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Kumandin so that they will be receptive to
the gospel.

Kumyk
Population
503,100
Location
Tyumen Oblast,
North Ossetia-Alania,
Dagestan
Language
Kumyk
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Tyumen Oblast
North Ossetia-Alania
Dagestan

Prayer Points

Unreached
The Kumyk are an artistic people and famous for their folklore.
Traditionally, women alone carry the responsibility of rearing their
children, and fathers are stoic toward their offspring. The Kumyk
have a Christian background; some of them were even Jewish.
Between the 8th and 12th centuries, Sunni Islam slowly made
inroads among them, and since then they have not looked back.
Their Islam, however, includes a number of pre-Islamic and even
pre-Christian elements. Out of some 500,000 Kumyk people, fewer
than 40 are followers of Christ.

• Pray that God will touch the hearts of the Kumyk with the gospel through
the arts, and that they in turn will use the arts for His glory to spread His
fame.
• Ask God to anoint the few Kumyk believers to boldly share the good news
with their friends, families, and communities.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the heart of God to those Kumyk who have
never known a father’s love.
• Pray for a complete translation of the Bible in the Kumyk language.
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches among the Kumyk.
• Pray that portions of the Word of God already translated in the Kumyk
language will go forth with power and speak to their hearts.

Lak

Population
178,600
Location
Dagestan,
Stavropol Krai, Moscow
Language
Lak
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Moscow
Stavropol Krai
Dagestan

Unreached

The Lak are typically sheep and goat herders and also make many kinds
of crafts to earn a living by trading with neighboring peoples. This trade
has given them the motivation to learn Russian and other languages.
They have the distinction of being the most multilingual people in the
former USSR. Devoutly Muslim, the Lak enjoy the prestige of being
the first among area peoples to embrace Islam in the 7th century.
When Russia gave religious freedom to its citizens in 1990, Dagestan
immediately started a strong re-Islamization campaign. Today there are
hundreds of new mosques and Islamic schools.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord to call people and mission agencies to serve in Dagestan
and share Christ with the Lak people.
• Pray that the doors of Russia will remain open to the preaching of
the gospel, and that God will shine His light to the dark region of
Dagestan.
• Ask God to use the small number of Lak believers to share the
message of salvation with their friends and families.
• Pray for completion of a Bible translation in this people group’s
primary language, and that God’s Word will touch the hearts of the
Lak people.
• Pray that this multilingual people will take the lead in spreading the
news of Jesus to the Muslim peoples of southern Russia.

Lezgin
Population
476,228
Location
Dagestan,
Tyumen Oblast,
Stavropol Krai, Moscow
Language
Lezgi
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Moscow
Stavropol Krai

Tyumen Oblast

Dagestan

Unreached
Most Lezgin live in the high, rugged mountain areas where they raise
sheep, goats, and other animals. While the Lezgin have been strongly
influenced by Islam, many of their former beliefs have been mingled
in with their Islamic practices. For example, the names of many pagan
gods have become synonymous with Allah, and they practice ancient
rituals during harvest. Many of the younger Lezgin no longer follow
their parents’ religious traditions, making them more open to the
gospel. However, they are under a strong secular influence. The Bible
and the Jesus Film have not yet been translated into their language.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to go to Russia and share
Christ with the Lezgin people. Pray for wisdom and favor for them as
they serve.
• Ask that the Lezgin will know Jesus as the Good Shepherd who laid down
His life for them.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Lezgin Muslims toward
Christians so that they will be receptive to the gospel.
• Pray that God will protect and encourage the small number of Lezgin
Christians and use them mightily to make disciples among their people.
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong multiplying churches among the Lezgin.
• Pray for the completion of a Bible translation in the Lezgin language.

Mansi

Population
12,300
Location
Khanty-Mansi Autonomous
Okrug, Sverdlovsk Oblast,
Tyumen Oblast
Language
Mansi
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Okrug
Sverdlovsk Oblast

Tyumen Oblast

Unreached
The small Mansi tribe of Siberia is related to the Khanti tribe, both of which have
Finno-Ugric languages. Their scattered homelands lie in a vast plain divided by
many rivers and lakes, which makes outreach very difficult. No Russian believers
visit their areas. The Mansi are a semi-nomadic people who specialize in fishing,
but as a result of pollution and the oil industry, their way of life has changed
in recent years, and this has threatened the survival of the Mansi culture and
language. They are seen as nominal Orthodox Christian but are actually Animistic.
They practice ancestor worship and believe that every man has five souls. The
Bible has yet to be completely translated into their language.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord to call workers who are willing to live a seminomadic lifestyle in order to reach out and share the love of
Christ with the Mansi.
• Pray for the complete translation of the Bible into the heart
language of the Mansi, and that His Word will be food for their
hungry souls.
• Pray that growing and healthy Christian fellowships will be
planted among each community of the Mansi people.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Mansi people so
that they will be receptive to the gospel.
• Pray that the Mansi may know the power and love of the One
True God.
• Pray that the Mansi will one day become fishers of men,
reaching out to other people groups with the love and good
news of Jesus.

Meadow Mari
Population
320,000
Location
Mari-El, Kirov Oblast
Language
Mari, Meadow
Religion
Orthodox Christianity,
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Kirov Oblast
Mari-El

Prayer Points

Minimally
Reached
During the Soviet Era, large numbers of ethnically Russian people were moved into
traditionally Mari lands, significantly changing the demographics of the region and
making the Mari a minority in many parts of their homeland. Mari people were
generally disempowered by these changes, and specifically by the Communist
policies, which were officially aimed at combating undue influence of nationalism in
a multi-nation union. Since the fall of the Soviet Union, the situation in Mari-El first
improved but then declined to the point where the ethnic Mari people are undergoing
forced Russification and cultural suppression. Mari people have responded to this
pressure by organizing methods of cultural preservation and celebration.

• Pray that God will send laborers to share the good
news with Mari-El, and that strong indigenous
churches will be planted among them.
• Pray that a church planting strategy for both the High
and Low Mari will be developed.
• Pray that God will preserve and protect the culture and
language of the Mari, and that they would see God’s
love for them and their culture.
• Pray that they will worship God as the Lord of all
nations.
• Pray that the Mari will seek God’s face and know that
the Lord has not forsaken them (Ps. 27:8-9).

Meskhetian Turk
Population
60,000
Location
Rostov Oblast,
Krasnodar Krai,
Kabardino-Balkaria
Language
Turkish
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Rostov Oblast
Krasnodar Krai
Kabardino-Balkaria

Prayer Points

Totally Unreached
The Meskhetian Turks are originally from a part of southern Georgia that borders
with Turkey. However, under Stalin’s policies during the Soviet Union, the
Meskhetian Turks were forcefully deported to Central Asia. When they were finally
permitted to return to their homeland, Georgia did not allow them to resettle
there. Those who remained in Russia also experienced severe discrimination and
harassment. The Meskhetian Turks are Sunni Muslims, but as a result of their
perpetual exile and the influence of the Soviet Union, many of them are not strict
adherents of Islam. Family ties are very important to the Meskhetian Turks, and
this has played a crucial role in preserving their culture through their displacement.

• Pray for God to bring healing and hope to the hearts of the
Meskhetian Turks who have been in physical and spiritual
exile.
• Ask God to raise up ambassadors for Christ who are both
trustworthy and loving to share Christ with the Meskhetian
Turks who are living in Russia.
• Pray that the Meskhetian Turks will know the truth and
saving power of Jesus Christ.
• Pray that the few Meskhetian Turk believers will be a shining
light for Christ to their family members, relatives, and
friends.
• Pray that the Meskhetian Turks will become citizens of
heaven and know that that their homeland is with Jesus.

Mishar Tatar

Population
500,000
Location
Nizhny Novgorod Oblast,
Ulyanovsk Oblast,
Penza Oblast
Language
Mishar Tatar
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Nizhny Novgorod Oblast
Ulyanovsk Oblast
Penza Oblast

Prayer Points

Unreached
Mishars are a Tatar ethnic group inhabiting the right bank of the Volga River up to the
right bank of the Oka River to the north in Nizhny Novgorod, Penza, and Ulyanovsk
Oblasts. They speak a western dialect of the Tatar language. The Tatar are of the
Hanafite branch of Sunni Islam. The Tatar’s Volga area has been an Islamic stronghold
since the 9th century. Nevertheless, their beliefs remain more liberal and intellectual
than the beliefs held by the more orthodox Muslims of Central Asia or the Caucasus
region. For instance, in many of their mosques, prayer times have been arranged so
as not to conflict with work schedules. Women have also been encouraged to join the
men at the mosques instead of praying at home, as is the usual custom.

• Ask the Lord to call those who are willing to go and
share Christ with the Mishar Tatar. Ask God to give them
favor and strategies for reaching these Muslims.
• Ask God to open doors for Christian businessmen,
teachers, and other tentmakers to share the gospel with
them.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Mishar
Tatar toward Christians so that they will be receptive to
the good news.
• Pray that the Mishar Tatar will come to know the Living
Water, who alone can quench the thirst of their souls.
• Ask God to break the strongholds of Islam that keep the
Tatar from seeing the truth and love of Jesus.

Mordvin-Erzya
Population
57,008
Location
Mordovia
Language
Erzya
Religion
Orthodox Christianity
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Mordovia

Prayer Points

Minimally
Reached
At the start of the perestroika, the Mordvin national intelligentsia waged
a vigorous and successful campaign against Russian Orthodoxy, called
“the religion of occupation” or “the Russifying ideological force”. Later the
Saransk Ministry of Culture endorsed the revival of Mordvin culture and
Paganism, arousing outcry from local Orthodox bishops. This was the circle
that produced the first Neopagans, the Mastorava organization led by the
local poet Raisa Kemaikina, a group within the Saransk intelligentsia whose
aim was the complete reconstruction of a pagan worldview and religious
services reworking folkloric, ethnographic, and linguistic study.

• Pray for the Mordvin to understand the love and grace of Jesus,
and that God will dispel the wrong perceptions they have of who
He is.
• Ask God to bring faithful Christians into the lives of the Mordvin to
share in word and in deed the love and truth of Jesus.
• Pray that God’s kingdom will come to the Mordvin and that His will
done in their hearts.
• Pray that God will begin a mighty work among the Mordvin to
bring them into His family, and that His church will be planted,
grown, and multiplied.
• Pray that the Mordvin will “taste and see that the Lord is good”.
Pray that the Mordvin will be blessed as they take refuge in Him
and know that there is no want for those who fear Him (Ps. 34:8-9).

Mordvin-Moksha
Population
748,000
Location
Mordovia
Language
Moksha
Religion
Orthodox Christianity
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Mordovia

Minimally
Reached
Most Moksha belong to the Russian Orthodox Church; other religions
practiced by Moksha include Lutheranism and paganism. The Moksha have
tried to preserve a significant part of their ethnic beliefs by fusing them
with the Christian religion. Other practices that are believed to have been
preserved include the worship of water, the moon, trees, thunder, the sun,
and frost. The tradition of kidnapping brides is still practiced by the less
Russified Moksha. A separate ethnic group of Moksha are known as Qaratay.
They reside in the Kamsko-Ustinsky region of the Republic of Tatarstan and
speak a Tatar dialect with an admixture of the Moksha language.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the entire Scripture will be translated and made
available to the Moksha so that they can read the Word in their
heart language.
• Pray for the Moksha to thirst and to drink the water that Jesus
alone can give, and that it will become in them a well of water
springing up to eternal life (Jn. 4:14).
• Ask God to send strong believers to the Moksha who will
proclaim to the them the power, love, and forgiveness of Jesus.
• Pray for God to build His church among the Moksha. Pray that
these churches will be fruitful and multiply for the glory of God’s
name.

Mountain Jew
Population
20,000
Location
Moscow,
Kabardino-Balkaria,
Stavropol Krai, Dagestan
Language
Judeo-Tat
Religion
Judaism
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Moscow
Kabardino-Balkaria
Stavropol Krai
Dagestan

Prayer Points

Totally Unreached
The Mountain Jews are found in the mountainous Caucasus area of Russia
where they have lived peacefully with their Muslim neighbors for many years.
Their culture contains a mixture of Caucasus and Jewish elements, and their
language, which is in danger of being lost, is a dialect of ancient Iranian that
integrates Hebrew elements. The Mountain Jews celebrate Jewish holidays
and the Sabbath, and the synagogue is the center of Jewish community. They
have their own traditional music, dances, and foods, which portray the mix of
Caucasian and Jewish culture. These traditions are what bind Mountain Jews
together as they seek to preserve their culture and religion.

• Pray that the Mountain Jews will come to know Jesus as the true
Messiah and Savior of the world.
• Ask the Lord to soften the hearts of the Jews toward Christians, so
that they might hear and receive the message of Jesus Christ.
• Ask God to preserve the culture and language of Mountain Jews,
so that this people will worship the One True God together.
• Pray that God will use the Mountain Jews’ friendly relations with
their Muslim neighbors for His good purposes, so that ultimately
both peoples will together worship, serve, and share Christ.
• Pray that the Mountain Jews will know that Jesus is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life and they can’t reach the Father apart from Him
(Jn. 14:6).

Mountain Mari
Population
33,400
Location
Mari-El,
Nizhny Novgorod Oblast
Language
Mari, Hill
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Nizhny Novgorod Oblast
Mari-El

Unreached

Mountain Maris have traditionally practiced a pagan faith that
closely connected the individual with nature. According to
their beliefs, nature exerts a magical influence over people.
They relate to it as a sacred, powerful, and living being outside
of which man cannot exist. Nature serves as a source of
absolute good, which always helps man as long as he does not
harm or oppose it.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Mari will recognize that the heavens tell of the glory of God and
the expanse declares the work of His hands (Ps. 19). Pray that they will know
the all-powerful Creator who spoke the world into being.
• Pray that the Mari will turn to God as their Helper and Healer and come to
know the saving power of Jesus.
• Pray that the Mari will hear and read the Word of God in their heart language.
Ask that the seed will fall on fertile soil so that they will come to know Jesus,
the true and living Word.

Murego/Gubden
Population
39,000
Location
Dagestan
Language
Dargwa
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached
Prayer Points
In the book of Acts, Paul said before his conversion that “he was a
Pharisee of the Pharisees!” If Paul had grown up in Dagestan, he
probably would have been from the town of Gubden. Gubden, in
south central Dagestan, has the reputation of being one of the fiercest
fundamentalist Muslim epicenters of Dagestan. Islam in the Gubden
region is influenced by a zealous Salafi strain emanating out of Saudi
Arabia. Women dress more conservatively than even in the other
Muslim regions of Dagestan. The devout pride themselves on their
adherence to Muslim law and rituals.

• Pray for new “apostle Pauls” to rise up among the religiously zealous
Gubden people who will boldly share the good news with them.
• Pray for the eyes of the Lord to see open, struggling hearts among this
people group and meet them on new Damascus roads in the mountains
of central Dagestan (2 Chron. 16:9; Acts 9:3).
• Pray that, by the resurrection power of the Holy Spirit, the fruit of the
Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience—will begin to flower on these hillsides.
• Ask God to raise up people to pray for this zealous people. Pray for a
mighty work of the Holy Spirit to bring new life and freedom to the
Gubden people.

Muslim Tat
Population
2,300
Location
Dagestan, Moscow,
Stavropol Krai
Language
Tat, Muslim
Religion
Islam (Shia)
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Moscow
Stavropol Krai
Dagestan

Totally Unreached
The Tats in the Caucasus live mostly along the northeast Caspian coastline
of Azerbaijan and the adjoining coastal area of Dagestan. Culturally and
according to their everyday life, the Tats are almost indistinguishable from the
Azerbaijani; however, they have preserved their national identity. Tats do not
easily trust outsiders or even one another, so they keep to themselves. This
provides an obstacle for those who would take the gospel to them. They speak
a number of dialects, and they must borrow the script of another language in
order to read or write. As a result, they have no Scriptures available to them,
and no evangelistic materials are available in their heart languages.

Prayer Points
• Pray that God will speed up the completion of the Jesus
Film, gospel recordings, and other materials in their dialects.
• Ask God to raise up ambassadors for Christ who are both
trustworthy and loving to go to the Tat peoples.
• Pray for God to soften and open the hearts of this Muslim
people group to hear and accept the good news.
• Ask God to strengthen, protect, and encourage the
Christian Muslim Tats and empower them to share the
gospel with family and friends.
• Pray that God will raise up intercessors to faithfully pray for
the Tats.
• Pray that the Tats will know the Lord is righteous in all His
ways and kind in all His deeds. Pray that they will know the
Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon
Him in truth (Ps. 145:17-18).

Nagaibak
Population
8,148
Location
Chelyabinsk Oblast
Language
Tatar
Religion
Orthodox Christianity,
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Chelyabinsk Oblast

Unreached

In the 16th century, the Nagaibak were forcefully Christianized, and their commitment
to the Christian religion never deeply rooted. Old pagan influences are still alive today.
Reliable historical evidence of the Nagaibak people begins with a 1729 record detailing
25 villages of “newly baptized Tatars” in Ufa Uyezd, east of the Kama River. Most likely,
they settled around Ufa in the second half of the 17th century after the completion of
the defensive Kama Abatis Line (1652–1656). During the Tatar and Bashkir revolts of
late 17th and early 18th century, the Nagaibaks remained loyal to the Russian Empire.
The government rewarded them with a wholesale transfer of the Nagaibaks into the
Cossack estate and assigned the Nagaibak to the defense of Menzelinsk Fort.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Nagaibak will know the joy and peace that
come in knowing Jesus.
• Pray that God will free the Nagaibak from the barriers
and spiritual blindness that keep them from accepting
Christ, and that they will see Jesus for who He really is.
• Pray for God’s Word to be spread amongst the
Nagaibak, and that faith will come from hearing, and
that they will grow deep roots of faith in Jesus, who is
the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
• Ask God to send strong Christians who will serve the
Nagaibak and show them the love and truth of Jesus.

Nanai
Population
12,003
Location
Khabarovsk Krai,
Primorsky Krai
Language
Nanai
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Khabarovsk Krai

Primorsky Krai

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Nanai traditional belief is Shamanism; however, there
are some who are Tibetan Buddhist. They believe that the
shamans have the power to expel bad spirits by praying to
the gods. They worship the spirits of the sun, the moon,
the mountains, the water, and the trees. Among all of their
tenets, they believe that the land was once flat until great
serpents gouged out the river valleys. They also believe
that each thing in the world possesses its own spirit which
wanders independently throughout the universe.

• Ask God to break down the spiritual strongholds that have kept Nanai from Him
and to build His kingdom in their midst.
• Pray for the Nanai people to know the One True God, and that they will know the
power and authority that Jesus has over the spiritual realm.
• Ask God to open the eyes of the Nanai to recognize the God of all creation and to
worship Him rather than the creatures He has made.
• Pray that God will reveal Himself to the Nanai and make Himself at home in their
hearts.
• Ask God to send His laborers to the far regions where the Nanai live to share the
good news of Jesus with them.

Negidal
Population
513
Location
Khabarovsk Krai
Language
Negidal
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Khabarovsk Krai

Totally Unreached
The history and ethnicity of the Negidal are closely intertwined with that
of neighboring people groups such as Nivkhs and Evenks. Most Negidals
run household farms, raising cattle, pigs, and birds, and many work as
hunters or fishermen. The Negidal people are very few in number, and it
might not be long before their language and culture disappear without
a trace. The absence of a written language makes it difficult to bring the
Word of God to them. As far as we know, none of the Negidals have put
their faith in Jesus Christ. The majority hold to their traditional Animistic
and Shamanistic beliefs. Some of the Negidals are also Muslim.

Prayer Points
• Pray for God to raise up from among His people those who will take the
good news of Jesus to this Shamanistic people.
• Pray for believers to present the gospel to the Negidal people in a way
they can understand and respond to, so that churches will be planted
and new disciples made.
• Pray that there will soon be gospel recordings and Bible portions
available in the Negidal language.
• Ask God to preserve their culture and language, so that there will be
Negidal people who will join in worshipping God around His throne.
• Pray for open, receptive hearts to seek and accept the One True God.

Nenets

Population
44,640
Location
Yamalo-Nenets,
Khanty-Mansiysk, Nenets
Okrug, Krasnoyarsk Krai
Language
Nenets
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Krasnoyarsk Krai
Nenets Okrug
Yamalo-Nenets
Khanty-Mansiysk

Unreached
Traditionally, the Nenets were Shamanists, believing that a shaman was the
only mediator between humans and the spirit world. Witchdoctors were sought
after to cast magic spells, heal the sick, predict the future, and contact the
dead. Since Shamanistic traditions were suppressed during Communism, there
are very few practicing shamans today. In fact, many Nenets do not practice
any form of religion, but they still have strong ties to their religious past. For
example, they acknowledge the existence of a good creator called Num. Ngha,
the creator’s son, is considered to be the evil god of illness and death. They also
hold beliefs in the power of charms, curses, demons, and other spirits.

Prayer Points
• Pray against the spirit of Shamanism that has kept the Nenets
in bondage and darkness.
• Pray that the chains of isolation, poverty, and alcoholism over
the Nenets will be broken, and that God will give them true
freedom in His name.
• Pray for the Nenets to see and experience the almighty
power of Jesus over the evil spirits and to worship Him alone.
• Pray that the Lord will make known His salvation to the
Nenets and reveal His righteousness and holiness to them
(Ps. 98:2).

Nganasan
Population
862
Location
Krasnoyarsk Krai
Language
Nganasan
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Krasnoyarsk Krai

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Nganasans are thought to be the descendants of PaleoSiberian peoples who were culturally assimilated by various
Samoyedic peoples. The Nganasans were traditionally a seminomadic people whose main form of subsistence was wild reindeer
hunting. The traditional religion of the Nganasans is Animistic and
Shamanistic and has remained relatively free of foreign influence
due to the Nganasans’ geographic isolation until recent history.

• Pray that the Nganasans will find the Lord Jesus Christ, who is able to
heal and save.
• Pray that God will send strong believers to their area who will reach out
with the gospel and proclaim the hope and light of Jesus to these dying
souls.
• Pray that the bondage of alcoholism will be broken as they find a new
purpose in serving Christ.
• Pray that the Nganasans will see the splendor, majesty, strength, and
beauty of God (Ps. 96:6), and that He will give them new life in Jesus.
• Pray for God to preserve the culture and language of the Nganasan.

Nivkh
Population
4,700
Location
Khabarovsk Krai,
Sakhalin Oblast
Language
Gilyak
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Sakhalin Oblast
Khabarovsk Krai

Prayer Points

Unreached

The Nivkh are traditionally a tribal people who once were expert hunters and
fishermen. Their way of living changed under Soviet rule when they were forced
into other occupations. The Nivkhs are Shamanist. The traditional religion was
partially based on Animist beliefs before the Russians encouraged them to convert
to Eastern Orthodox Christianity. They believed that the island of Sakhalin where
they live is a giant beast lying on its belly and the hair was the trees of the island.
They have a variety of gods that rule over the mountains, rivers, seas, and sky.
Today some of the Nivkhs have embraced Russian Orthodoxy or other religions;
however, there are still many that practice the traditional beliefs.

• Pray for the Nivkhs’ hearts to hunger for truth and search for
the One True God.
• Pray for messengers to go to the Nivkhs and to present the
gospel in their heart language, and that they will present not
only with words which can be understood, but with their
very lives.
• Pray for Nivkh believers to grow in their faith and to carry the
good news to other groups living around them.
• Pray for a translation of the Bible to be completed in this
people group’s primary language, and that His Word will
powerfully touch their hearts.
• Pray for gospel messages to become available in audio format.

Nogai
Population
103,700
Location
Dagestan,
Stavropol Krai,
Karachay-Cherkessia
Language
Nogai
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Karachay-Cherkessia
Stavropol Krai
Dagestan

Unreached
The Nogai are part of a larger Turkic population living in Russia.
Traditionally, they are nomadic cattle breeders and farmers. The
pre-Islamic Nogai word for god is “tengri”, a term associated with
the Animistic religion of traditional nomadic Turks. However, they
were introduced to Islam in the 1500s, and today virtually all of the
Nogai profess to be Muslim. That said, they have never been known
for being strongly religious. They claim Islam mostly because their
ancestors were Muslim. With increased assimilation into the Russian
culture, it is doubtful if Islam will survive in Nogai society.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers to work among the Nogai.
• Ask God to speed the completion of the Jesus Film and other evangelistic
literature and audio recordings into the Nogai language.
• Pray that God will raise up qualified linguists to complete the translation
of the Bible into Nogai. Pray that the already-completed New Testament
will be read and used to powerfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Nogai toward Christians so
they will be receptive to the good news.
• Ask the Lord to bring forth healthy, triumphant Nogai churches for the
glory of His name.

Orochi
Population
596
Location
Khabarovsk Krai
Language
Oroch
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Khabarovsk Krai

Unreached
Prayer Points
There are tribes among the Orochi who are related originally
to the Nanai, the Ulchi, the Udeghe, the Negidal, the Nivkh,
and the Evenk. Thus, the Orochi reflect both old, native
ethnic features and those of a northern, taiga origin. The
influence of Manchu and Chinese cultures is also detectable.
The Orochi follow Shamanism, the Russian Orthodox Church,
and Buddhism. In many places, Christian ideas mingle with
their traditional beliefs. The Orochi should not be confused
with the Orok on Sakhalin or the Orogen in China.

• Pray that God will send laborers to the share the gospel to the Orochi, and that
they will have protection and wisdom as they serve.
• Pray for God to preserve this small people group, and that they will know that the
God of the nations loves and values them and their culture.
• Pray that the eyes of the Orohci will be opened to see that there is no other God
who is worthy of their worship.
• Pray that the Orochi will know the power, love, and truth of Jesus.
• Pray that the Orochi will know that the Lord is great and worthy of worship. Pray
that they will praise His works and declare His mighty acts to the next generation
(Ps. 145:3-4).

Orok
Population
295
Location
Khabarovsk Krai,
Sakhalin Oblast
Language
Orok
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Sakhalin Oblast
Khabarovsk Krai

Prayer Points

Unreached

The Oroks are pure Mongoloids belonging to the Baikal or Paleo-Siberian
group, but they are a dying people group. Intermarriage has caused their
numbers to dwindle. Many of their customs were lost during the Soviet era
when the government forced them away from their nomadic way of life and
herding reindeer to move to new villages on the coast in order to become
fishermen. Since the fall of Communism in 1991, the Oroks had been
allowed to return to their homeland, but only a few have chosen to do so.
The Orok language has never been written down, and so this people group
has no Bible. Traditionally, they practiced Shamanism and pagan religion.

• Ask God to lead a mission agency to begin translating the Bible into
Orok.
• Pray that God will open doors for missionaries to work among the
Orok. Russian laws often make it difficult for foreign missionaries to
reach out to people groups like the Orok.
• Ask God to open the hearts of this people group to Christ’s
message of salvation.
• Ask God to preserve their culture and language.
• Pray that Russian Christians will share the good news of Jesus with
the Orok people in an effective and powerful way.
• Pray that the Orok people will put their identity in Christ, giving
them a hope and joy they have never experienced.

Ossetian
Population
528,515
Location
North Ossetia
Language
Ossetic (Iron)
Religion
Orthodox Christianity
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

North Ossetia

Minimally
Reached
The Iron Ossetians are an Iranian ethnic group of the
Caucasus Mountains. When the Iranian-speaking tribes
(Alans, Scythes, and Sarmats) settled there, the local
population took their language and many cultural features.
The Alans and the Ossetians started the formation of the
Ossetians. Most of the Ossetians are Orthodox, but a large
number profess Islam (Sunni). Among Ossetians, ethnic
religion is still widespread, with rich ritual traditions,
sacrificing animals, holy shrines, non-Christian saints, etc.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Ossetian will understand that they are known and loved by God and
that He wants none of them to perish.
• Pray that whole families will turn to Christ and be powerful testimonies in their
communities as they share the truth of Jesus.
• Pray that Christianity will be remembered in their traditions and that the people
will be attracted to the gospel.
• Pray that the Spirit will multiply the believers and raise up strong communities
that will worship Jesus together.
• Pray that the Ossetians will recognize the all-sufficient sacrifice of Jesus to pay for
their sins and give them freedom from fear and shame.

Romani (Russian)

Population
204,958
Location
Stavropol Krai, Rostov Oblast,
Krasnodar Krai,
Volgograd Oblast
Language
Russian
Religion
Orthodox Christianity
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Rostov Oblast
Volgograd Oblast
Krasnodar Krai
Stavropol Krai

Minimally
Reached
Russian Romani (mostly made up of Khaladytko Roma,
which is what they call themselves) customarily observe
the religion of the people among whom they live. Those
in Russia are usually Orthodox. Religious holidays are very
important. In Orthodox families, Christmas and Easter
are specially observed. Tales and rituals enhance Romani
interpretation of religious teaching. Even today the social
organization of Roma is very strong.

Prayer Points
• Pray for strong church communities to be planted among the Romani and that they
will multiply.
• Pray that new believers will be discipled, growing deep roots of faith.
• Pray for improvement in their nutrition, medical care, and education, and that
entrepreneurs will be raised up who focus on the Romani ethnic community.
• Ask God to save people of influence in the Romani communities so that they will
become ambassadors for Christ to their people.
• Pray that the Romani will understand the deeper meaning of the Christmas and
Easter holidays, and as a result will worship Christ, the Risen Lamb.

Rutul
Population
35,200
Location
Dagestan, Kalmykia,
Stavropol Krai,
Rostov Oblast
Language
Rutul
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Rostov Oblast
Stavropol Krai
Kalmykia
Dagestan

Totally Unreached
The Rutuls live in 20 villages of the Rutul District on the upper
reaches of the Samur River in Southern Dagestan. Until the 8th
century, the Rutuls were Christian, probably following the example
of the Georgians. Arab conquests then brought in Sunnite Islam.
Despite the considerable influence of Islam, the traditions and
customs of the Rutuls have retained heathen elements mingled
with their Islamic practices. For example, fire is worshipped, the
pagan god Bynysh is still recognized, and hunting and fertility cults
are practiced along with animal worship.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to go, live among, and share
Christ with the Rutul.
• Pray that Russia will remain open to the preaching of the gospel.
• Ask God to use the small number of Rutul Christians to share the message
of salvation with their friends and families.
• Pray that God will raise up linguists to devise a written script for the Rutul,
and that the Bible may be translated into their native language.
• Pray that God will take authority over the spiritual principalities and
powers that are keeping the Rutul bound.
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches in each of the Rutul villages.

Selkup
Population
3,649
Location
Tyumen Oblast,
Yamalo-Nenets,
Tomsk Oblast
Language
Russian, Selkup
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Yamalo-Nenets
Tyumen Oblast

Tomsk Oblast

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Selkups have traditionally been hunters and fishermen
but have nonetheless led a more stationary life than the
Northern Samoyeds. In summer, they lived in conical tents; in
winter, in log cabins. Squirrels, sables, wolverines, and other
fur animals were important game. Reindeer were used mainly
as draught animals. In the 18th century, Selkups were forced
to accept Orthodox Christianity. However, many returned to
their ancient religious beliefs and customs.

• Ask God to break down the barriers that prevent the Selkup from hearing and
accepting the truth of Jesus, particularly the negative consequences of their
former forced conversions and false perceptions they may have of Christianity.
• Pray that the Selkup will “seek the Lord and find Him when they search for Him
with all their hearts” (Jer. 29:13).
• Pray that the Selkup will know the power, love, and forgiveness of Jesus and turn
from serving and fearing evil spirits.
• Pray that the Selkup will become fishers of men and take the good news of Jesus to
those around them.

Shapsug
Population
3,882
Location
Krasnodar Krai,
Adygea
Language
Shapsug Adyghe dialect
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Krasnodar Krai
Adygea

Prayer Points

Unreached

The traditional Shapsug culture had much in common with the Adyghe culture.
The Shapsugs were engaged in agriculture, cattle and horse breeding, gardening,
viticulture, and bee keeping. In pre-Islamic times, the Shapsugs worshipped gods
common among all the Adyghe peoples: Shible (god of thunder and lightning),
Sozeresh (god of fertility), Yemish or Yemij (god of war), Akhin and Khakustash
(protectors of cattle breeding), Tlepsh (god of blacksmithing), Keshkogwasaha (god
of the Black Sea), etc. The Shapsugs used to perform the Hantse Guashe ceremony
of rain calling during droughts by carrying a dressed doll through the aul (i.e. village)
and then drowning it in the river, and never retrieving the doll before it rained.

• Pray for the Holy Spirit to move mightily to draw
Shapsug Circassians to the Lord.
• Pray that these Muslims will recognize that Islam cannot
save them from their sin, but that Jesus can save them
and give them new life.
• Pray for Russian believers to boldly reach out in love to
the Shapsugs.
• Pray for a church planting movement among them that
will spread throughout their Black Sea homeland.
• Ask God to reveal Himself and His sovereignty to the
Shapsug, and that they will know that He is the One
who causes the rain to fall on the righteous and the
unrighteous.

Shor
Population
12,888
Location
Kemerovo Oblast,
Khakassia
Language
Shor
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Kemerovo Oblast
Khakassia

Unreached
Prayer Points
Shors have always been considered Orthodox Christians, but most of them
follow Shamanism and Animism as a part of their culture. Among Siberian
peoples, Shamanism is an ancient system of belief that encompasses
religion, medical practice, folklore, philosophy, and worldview. In addition
to Shamanism, the Shors had a cult of mountains, associated with individual
clans, and a bear cult. They also propitiated the game animals that they
killed. All of these beliefs were once widespread in Siberia but have fallen into
disuse. The Shors were converted to Christianity in the 19th century, and this
contributed heavily to the decline of Shamanism and other aboriginal beliefs.

• Pray that the Shor people will be released from the bondage of
alcoholism and experience new life in Jesus.
• Pray for the completion of some Bible stories translated into the
Shor language. Pray that God’s Word will go forth in power.
• Pray that many more Shors will repent and believe the gospel,
and that strong churches will be established among the Shor.
• Pray that the Lord God will be their strength and song and
become their salvation. Pray that they will joyously draw water
from the springs of salvation (Is. 12:2-3).

Soyot
Population
3,600
Location
Buryatia
Language
Buryat
Religion
Tibetan Buddhism,
Shamanism
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Buryatia

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Soyot people were once part of a cluster of peoples that eventually
split into three groups. Then the Soyots themselves were nearly engulfed
by the much larger Buryat groups that migrated into their homeland
from Mongolia. One of their chief occupations was reindeer breeding,
but they were forced into other work under the Soviet Union. Now they
are trying to revive that part of their culture since becoming a recognized
people group after the fall of Communism. Although most practice Tibetan
Buddhism, they are trying to return to their Shamanistic roots in an effort
to renew their dying culture. Their language is close to extinction.

• Pray for culturally sensitive workers to take Jesus to the Soyot
people in such a way that they realize they can embrace Him
without jeopardizing their culture.
• Pray that the Soyot will know the great power of Jesus Christ
over the power of spirits.
• Pray that God will send Russian, Buryat, and Mongolian
Christians to share the good news of Jesus with the Soyot people.
• Ask God to open the hearts of the Soyot to make them receptive
to the gospel of Christ.
• Ask the Lord to raise up a strong local church among the Soyot.

Tabasaran

Population
146,400
Location
Dagestan, Rostov Oblast,
Krasnodar Krai,
Stavropol Krai
Language
Tabasaran
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Rostov Oblast
Krasnodar Krai
Stavropol Krai
Dagestan

Prayer Points

Unreached
The Tabasaran people of southern Dagestan are considered the first
indigenous people of the rugged, mountainous Caucasus region. They are a
very united people, having resisted pressure from foreign rulers for centuries.
They live in clan groups in small villages and are very skilled artisans. The
Tabasaran have been Sunni Muslim since the Arab conquests in the 9th
century. However, remnants of their pre-Islamic beliefs are still evident. Traces
of earth, sun, sky, and moon worship still exist, as well as beliefs in protective
deities and spirits. They participate in practices that include worshipping the
graves of holy men, using magic, and rituals to bring sun or rain.

• Ask the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers who will share
the love of Christ with the Tabasaran.
• Ask God to raise up prayer warriors who will intercede for the
Tabasaran.
• Pray that strong, local churches will be raised up among the
Tabasaran that will multiply.
• Pray that God will open the hearts of the Tabasaran to hear and
be receptive to the gospel.
• Ask the Lord to save key leaders among the Tabasaran who will
boldly declare the good news to their own people.
• Pray for the complete Bible to be translated into the Tabasaran
language, and that these people will be hungry to read and
accept God’s Word.

Taz

Population
274
Location
Primorsky Krai
Language
Taz
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Primorsky Krai

Unreached
Prayer Points
In the mid 19th century, when the Chinese and later the
Russians appeared in present-day Primorsky Krai, these lands
were inhabited by, among others, the Nanai, Udege, and Oroch
peoples. An outcome of this interaction is the Taz people, a
group that resulted from mixed marriages between the Chinese
and native peoples of the area. Traditional religious practices of
the Taz are a combination of Buddhism and the Chinese cult of
ancestors. They believe that a person has 99 alternately dying
souls.

• Pray for the preservation of this small people group and for them to know
the One True God.
• Pray that the Holy Spirit will work in the hearts of the Taz, and that they will
be ready to receive the good news of Jesus Christ.
• Pray for workers to evangelize among the Taz.
• Pray that the testimony about Jesus will bring forth the fruit of repentance
and life in the worship of God.
• Pray that the Taz will surrender their soul to Christ and find their true
identity in Him.

Teleut
Population
2,643
Location
Kemerovo Oblast
Language
Teleut
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Kemerovo Oblast

Unreached

The Teleuts number about 2,600, of whom about half probably
still speak their Northern Altai dialect fluently. They live in the
Kemerovo region and in the village of Belovo and the surrounding
area. Traditionally, this is a coal mining area. The dialect of Teleut
is taught in the local school, there is a museum dedicated to the
Teleuts in Belovo, and there is a revival among them of traditional
Altai activities such as wrestling and horse riding. They have been
influenced by Orthodoxy.

Prayer Points
• Pray for Bible stories to be translated into Teleut and then touch the hearts
of the Teleut to give them spiritual understanding about Jesus.
• Pray for development and revival of the Teleut dialect and culture. Pray that
they will know God’s care for their people and culture.
• Pray that many Teleut will repent and believe the gospel, and for a strong
church to be established among the Teleut in Belovo.
• Pray that the Teleut will yearn for God and worship Him as the One who is
“a sun and shield, who gives grace and glory” (Ps. 86:11).

Tindi
Population
10,000
Location
Dagestan
Language
Tindi
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Totally Unreached
The Tindi hail from the high mountains of extreme southwestern
Dagestan. The central town of the Tindi people is picture postcard
famous throughout southern Russia. Its multi-tiered levels of
homes and winding village streets command a dynamic view of
the surrounding snow-capped mountains. The Tindi have followed
Sunni Islam for many centuries, in conjunction with ancient nature
worship of the sun, moon, and other created things. So far, the
only spiritual hope for the Tindi has been by trying to do enough
by Muslim laws or by trying to appease Animistic spirits.

Prayer Points
• Pray that God’s Spirit will bring conviction of sin to the Tindi people: “for
all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, being forgiven as a gift
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:23-24).
• Pray for weariness with futile religious striving and for joy to break out
over the marvelous grace of Jesus.
• Pray that God will send laborers to the Tindi to share the hope of Jesus.
Pray that the Tindi will be open and hungry to hear and receive the Word
of God, and that His church will be planted there.
• Pray that the Scripture will be translated into the Tindi language and go
forth in power among them.

Tobol-Irtysh Tatar
Population
250,000
Location
Omsk Oblast,
Tyumen Oblast
Language
Western dialect
of Siberian Tatar
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Omsk Oblast
Tyumen Oblast

Unreached
The Tobol-Irtysh Tatars are 95% Sunni Muslim and 5% non-religious.
Most Tatars visit mosques and worship Allah. They participate in
many Muslim traditions, including fasting and not eating certain
foods. Although they are mostly Muslim, the Tatars incorporate
indigenous traditions into their faith as well. Many Tatars believe in
spirits and cults of nature and animals, which have been a part of
their tradition for a long time. They often mix traditional religious
elements with Islam to create a unique set of beliefs and practices.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Tobol-Irtysh Tatars’ eyes and hearts will be opened to see the
truth and grace of Jesus, even though they are set on their Islamic faith.
• Pray that Russians and Tobol-Irtysh Tatars will continue to improve their
relationship, and that their past struggles will not be repeated.
• Pray that the Tobol-Irtysh Tatars become a reached people group and will
spread the gospel to those around them.
• Pray that these Tatars will know the sweetness of God’s nearness and
make the Lord God their refuge (Ps. 73:28).
• Ask God to bring His Word to the Tobol-Irtysh Tatar in their heart
language, and that it will be proclaimed to them in the power of the Spirit.

Todzhan
Population
1,858
Location
Tuva
Language
Tuvan
Religion
Tibetan Buddhism,
Shamanism
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Tuva

Unreached

The Todzhan are a Turkic subgroup of the Tuvans living in
Todzhinsky District of Tuva Republic. Traditional beliefs of
Tuvinian-Todzhans are a system of Shamanistic views; more
precisely, their branch is Siberian Shamanism. Traditional
rituals are closely intertwined with the surrounding nature.
Every small mountain, tree, lake, or river has its own spirit.
The world is divided into three parts: upper, middle, and
lower. The mediator between people and spirits is the
shaman.

Prayer Points
• Pray the Todzhan will be able to provide adequately for their families as they
live in a harsh land.
• Pray that the Scriptures will be widely distributed and read by the Todzhan.
Pray that God’s Word will pierce their heart with its truth.
• Pray that the Todzhan will know God as the Creator of all things, see His
power through nature, and worship Him alone.
• Pray that God will deliver the Todzhan from their fear of the spirit world and
introduce them to Jesus, who is the loving mediator between God and man.

Tofalar
Population
762
Location
Irkutsk Oblast
Language
Tofa
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Irkutsk Oblast

Unreached
Prayer Points
Tofalar villages are spread through the Sayan Mountains. Traditionally,
the Tofalar were hunters of wild game, herders of domesticated
reindeer, and gatherers of wild food. Their reindeer were the largest
in the world. They used reindeer as other peoples use horses: as
transportation and as burden-bearing pack animals. They were seminomadic, moving their tipis and their families to the mountains in
summer and to warmer, lower-elevation river valleys in the winter. The
Tofalars are largely Animists who were superficially Christianized by
Russian missionaries in the 19th century.

• Pray for Russian believers to have a burden to pray for the Tofalars’
souls and to be sent to them as messengers of the good news.
• Pray that God will reveal Himself to Tofalar peoples and open their
eyes to see His love, power, and glory.
• Pray that Christ-centered communities will be planted among the
villages of the Tofalar.
• Pray that God will preserve the culture and language of the Tofalar.
• Pray that the Tofalar will take Jesus’ yoke on them, learn from Him, and
find rest for their souls (Matt. 11:29).

Tomsk Tatar

Population
22,000
Location
Tomsk Oblast,
Novosibirsk Oblast,
Kemerovo Oblast
Language
Tomsk dialect of Siberian Tatar
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Tomsk Oblast
Novosibirsk Oblast

Unreached
In the 16th century, this region of Siberia was inhabited by
different groups of Tatar tribes. Near today’s city of Tomsk
roamed the Eushta Tatar tribe, at the head of which stood the
Prince Toyan. The Chat Tatars live in southwestern Tomsk Oblast
and northeastern Novosibirsk Oblast. The Kalmak Tatars live in
Yashkinsky and Yurginsky Districts, Kemerovo Oblast. The Tomsk
Tatars were engaged in cattle breeding and hunting, animal
husbandry, and fishing.

Kemerovo Oblast

Prayer Points
• Pray for missionaries to go to the Tomsk Tatars who will tell them the good
news (Lk. 24:47).
• Pray that the converted Tomsk Tatars will have the courage to testify about
their Savior Jesus Christ and be fishers of men among their own people and
other Muslim groups.
• Ask God to preserve the culture of the Tomsk Tatars so that they will serve
and glorify the Lord.
• Pray that the Tomsk Tatars will be in Christ Jesus, who is to them wisdom
from God, and righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. Pray that they
will boast in the Lord alone (1 Cor. 1:30-31).

Tsakhur

Population
12,769
Location
Dagestan, Stavropol Krai,
Rostov Oblast,
Tyumen Oblast
Language
Tsakhur
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Rostov Oblast

Tyumen Oblast

Stavropol Krai
Dagestan

Prayer Points

Totally Unreached
The Tsakhurs are a Muslim people group living in difficult to reach rural areas in
Azerbaijan and Dagestan, which has helped to keep them hidden from the gospel of
Jesus. Over 1,000 years ago, missionaries from Georgia won many Tsakhurs to Christ,
but they neglected to translate the Bible into their language. Some centuries later,
Islam arrived, and the Tsakhurs embraced this religion. In the 13th century, the city of
Tsakhur was one of the main centers of Islam. Despite the fact that they are almost
100% Muslim, their ceremonies and traditions retain many heathen peculiarities. The
fact that the Tsakhur language was not used for writing for many years during the
Soviet period poses a big challenge to having the Bible translated in their language.

• Ask the Lord of the harvest to call missionaries to
Dagestan to work among the Tsakhur.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Tsakhur to
hear and believe the gospel and truth of Jesus Christ.
• Ask the Lord to strengthen, protect, and embolden the
few Tsakhur believers so that they will share with their
friends, family, and neighbors.
• Ask God to take authority over the spiritual principalities
and powers that are keeping the Tsakhur bound.
• Pray for the complete translation of the Bible into the
Tsakhur language.

Tsudakar
Population
20,000
Location
Dagestan
Language
Dargwa
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
None
Status

Dagestan

Prayer Points

Totally Unreached
Throughout Russia, many Tsudakhar men are known as hat sellers. The
Tsudakhar hail from central Dagestan at the western edge of the Dargin family
of languages. Many Tsudakhar speak Dargin and Russian, but their heart
identity is as Tsudakhar people, and it is the Tsudakhar oral language which
they speak in their home villages in the Tsudakhar region, and when they
are working together selling hats. The Tsudakhar people have been staunch
Muslims for more than 600 years. Islam in central Dagestan is not only a
religion; it also is interwoven with the structure of society. The male council of
elders in each village oversees religious behavior and communal decisions.

• Pray that the helmet of salvation will adorn the lives of the
Tsudakar and spread among them and to other Muslim people
groups.
• Pray that the fruit of the Spirit, by the grace of Jesus, will
spread to many Tsudakar lives and families and clans and
villages.
• Pray that the power of the gospel will soften the hearts of the
Tsudakar and change them from staunch Muslims to humble
and loving servants of Jesus. Pray that the good news will
transform their society from the inside out.
• Pray that the message of Jesus will be proclaimed in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that their faith
will not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God
(1 Cor. 2:4-5).

Tubalar
Population
2,000
Location
Altai Republic
Language
Altai (northern)
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Altai Republic

Unreached
Prayer Points
The traditional religion of the indigenous peoples of Altai is Paganism. From
the 1750-70s, Christianity began to spread there. It was especially active
in the second half of 19th century. According to the population census
of 1897, 34.5% of indigenous people were Orthodox. At the beginning of
the 20th century, Burkhanism (named after Burkhan, the spirit of the Altai
Mountains), which is a form of Lamaism with elements of Shamanism,
began to spread. And even after accepting Christianity, indigenous peoples
continue to worship rivers, mountains, and lakes. The sacred tree of
Tubalars is cedar, a symbol of power, beauty, and courage of the taiga.

• Pray that Tubalars will know the power and truth of the One True
God.
• Pray that Russian believers will reach out to their Tubalar neighbors
and share the gospel with them.
• Ask God to open the hearts of the Tubalar people to hear and
accept the good news of Jesus Christ.
• Ask God to establish a strong, healthy church among the Tubalars.
• Pray that God will raise up prayer warriors for the Tubalar people.
• Ask God to preserve the people, culture, and language of the
Tubalars.

Turkmen
Population
36,900
Location
Stavropol Krai, Moscow,
Astrakhan Oblast
Language
Turkmen
Religion
Islam (Sunni)
Bible Translation
New Testament

Moscow
Astrakhan Oblast
Stavropol Krai

Status

Unreached

About three and a half centuries ago, a significant number of the
Turkmen people moved to Russian territory. According to the latest data,
approximately 2,500 Turkmens live in Astrakhan Oblast and somewhere
around 15,000 in the Stavropol Krai. There is a Turkmen district in the
Stavropol Krai, and there are other areas there with Turkmen villages.
Most Turkmen are culturally Muslims; however, there are also segments
of Turkmen society that are secular and atheistic. By the 14th century,
Islam had replaced Christianity, which had been their faith since the 4th
century. Today there is little awareness of Christianity among them.

Prayer Points
• Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to live among the Turkmen
and share the love of Christ.
• Pray that Christian radio broadcasts and literature will be made
available.
• Ask God to strengthen, encourage, and protect the few Turkmen
believers and enable them to share the gospel with their own people.
• Pray that the Holy Spirit will soften the hearts of the Turkmen toward
Christians, so that they will be receptive to the good news.
• Ask God to provide the Turkmen with a complete Bible in their
language. Pray for God’s Word to pierce the hearts of the Turkmen,
leading them to accept His truth.

Tuvan
Population
263,934
Location
Tuva, Irkutsk Oblast,
Krasnoyarsk Krai,
Novosibirsk Oblast
Language
Tuvan
Religion

Krasnoyarsk Krai

Novosibirsk Oblast

Irkutsk Oblast
Tuva

Tibetan Buddhism, Shamanism

Bible Translation
Complete
Status
Prayer Points

Unreached
The traditional religions in Tuva are Siberian Shamanism, traces of which can still be found
in the countryside, and Tibetan Lamaism, which entered Tuva in the second half of the 18th
century and still persists among older people. Although Lamaism is not publicly practiced
in Tuva today, belief in reincarnation and the influence of karma is strong, especially among
older people. When a person dies, the funeral is held within five days. The influence of
Shamanism can be seen in the timing of subsequent ceremonies on the seventh and fortyninth days after death: the soul is believed to remain in the dwelling of the deceased for
seven days, at which time it departs for the kingdom of the dead (in the realm of darkness
and shadows), reaching its ultimate wandering point only on the forty-ninth day.

• Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to go to
Russia and share Christ with the Tuvan.
• Ask God to use Tuvan believers to boldly and
powerfully share the love of Jesus with their own
people.
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the
Tuvan toward Christians so that they will be
receptive to the gospel.
• Pray that God will open the hearts of Russia’s
governmental leaders to the good news.
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches
among the Tuvan.

Udekhe
Population
1,500
Location
Primorsky Krai,
Khabarovsk Krai
Language
Udihe
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Khabarovsk Krai

Primorsky Krai

Prayer Points

Unreached

The Udekhes’ way of life is closely connected with their taiga forest and
hunting. This previously required a more mobile lifestyle. However,
under Soviet rule, many of the Udekhe were resettled, and now there are
nine ethnically-pure Udekhe settlements all located some distance apart.
With the threat of industry and development, the Udekhe are fighting for
control over their traditional territories along the Bikin River in an effort
to save their land, culture, and language from becoming obsolete. The
Udekhe worship the spirit of taiga and practice Shamanism and animal
worship. There is no translation of the Bible in their language.

• Ask God to preserve the language and culture of the Udekhe
people.
• Pray that God will send workers to live among the Udekhe and
share the good news of Jesus Christ with them.
• Ask God to open the hearts and minds of the Udekhe people to
believe and accept the truth of Jesus Christ and to know the power
of the One True God.
• Ask God to establish a strong, healthy church in the nine Udekhe
settlements.
• Pray that God will raise up prayer warriors on behalf of the Udekhe.
• Pray that there will soon be gospel recordings and Bible portions
available in the heart language of the Udekhe.

Udi

Population
4,300
Location
Rostov Oblast, Krasnodar
Krai, Volgograd Oblast,
Stavropol Krai
Language
Udi
Religion
Orthodox Christianity
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Rostov Oblast
Volgograd Oblast
Krasnodar Krai
Stavropol Krai

Minimally
Reached
The Udi village community traditionally comprised patriarchally
organized families and patronymic groups. Children learn to work
beginning at an early age. By the age of eight, a boy is helping
his father in most tasks, and a girl her mother. A high premium is
placed on moral training. The Udi are Christians (Orthodox and
Armeno-Gregorian), although they continue to observe many
pagan practices. There are cults of saints, the sun, the moon,
fire, the heart, and ancestors. The ruins of certain churches are
considered especially sacred.

Prayer Points
• Pray that God will call and empower Christians to take the Word of Life to
the Udi.
• Ask God to give the Udi receptivity to the message of Christ’s atoning death
for sin, which makes forgiveness and cleansing possible.
• Pray that the Udi will see the glory of God and worship Him alone.
• Pray that the Udi will realize it is by grace they have been saved, not a result
of their works, but a gift of God (Eph. 2:8-9).
• Ask God for the Udi to become part of His family and to make disciples
among their own people and other peoples around them.

Udmurt
Population
552,299
Location
Udmurtia
Language
Udmurt
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Udmurtia

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Udmurt are an ethnic group who live primarily in the
Udmurt Republic in Russia. The Udmurt people’s respect for
their traditions is demonstrated by their long adherence to
their ancient religion and mythology. Their mythology, which
is based on nature, took its shape in Permian times; in later
centuries, it was enriched by a few Muslim and Orthodox
elements. Their supreme god is Inmar, and the personified evil
is called Sajtan. Forests, waters, houses, and even barns have
their own spirits, whose names include the word “murt” (man).

• Pray for the strongholds of Paganism, alcohol abuse, and depression to be
broken in individual lives, families, and society as a whole.
• Pray for Udmurt believers to be strengthened and bring the hope of Christ to
their families and friends.
• Pray for church leaders to be faithful to the Word and to shepherd their sheep
well. Pray that the churches will grow deep roots of faith in Christ.
• Pray for the Spirit of God to work in the hearts of the Udmurt.
• Pray that the Udmurt will fear the Lord above all gods. Pray that they will
know that the gods of their people are idols, but the Lord made the heavens.
Pray that the Udmurt will ascribe to the Lord glory and strength (Ps. 96).

Ulchi
Population
2,765
Location
Khabarovsk Krai
Language
Ulch
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Khabarovsk Krai

Unreached
Prayer Points
Most Ulchi live in Ulchsky District of Khabarovsk Krai along the Amur River. Among
the Ulchi, there are widespread Animistic and Shamanistic convictions. They believe
in spirits inhabiting all realms: heaven, earth, and the underworld. Before fur trading
and fishing, they would pray, honor, and “feed” the spirits in order to win their favor.
They believed in the power of amulets and resorted to magical activities, most often
in connection with the birth and preservation of children’s lives. Christianization of
the Ulchi began in the late 19th century. Along with the emergence of churches and
schools, the baptism of children was practiced by Orthodox priests. However, the
people continued practices of their traditional beliefs.

• Pray that the Ulchi will know that Jesus has all authority
and power over heaven and earth and the spiritual realm.
• Pray that God will send strong believers to share the gospel
with the Ulchi, and that their hearts will be open and
receptive to hear.
• Pray that God will free the Ulchi from their fear of the
spirits and reveal to them His love and kindness.
• Pray that God’s Word will be made available to the Ulchi
in their own language, and that faith would come from
hearing.

Yakut
Population
478,100
Location
Yakutia,
Krasnoyarsk Krai
Language
Yakut
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
New Testament
Status

Yakutia
Krasnoyarsk Krai

Unreached

The Yakut, who prefer to call themselves “Sakha”, live in Yakutia, the
Autonomous Sakha Republic of the Russian Federation formed in 1992.
Yakut religion derives from Turkic, Mongolic, Tungusic, and Russian ideas.
Labels like Animist, Shamanist, or Russian Orthodox do not suffice. Ideas
of sin are syncretized with concepts of contamination and taboo. Saints
and bears are seen as spirit helpers. Christ is identified with the Yakut
Bright Creator Elder God, Aiyy-toyon. A pantheon of gods, believed to
live in nine hierarchical eastern heavens, is only one aspect of a complex
traditional cosmology that still has meaning for some Yakut.

Prayer Points
• Pray that the Yakut will learn of Jesus, the only one who is able to
bring them into a right relationship with the true and living God.
• Pray that the Yakut believers will continue to persevere in passing
on Christ’s love and, in turn, extend His kingdom to others in
Siberia.
• Pray for the continued growth of the church throughout Yakutia.
• Pray for the church in Churapcha, that they will be a light in the
dark land of Siberia, and that the believers will be “one in spirit
and purpose” (Phil. 2:2).
• Pray for the spiritual growth of Yakut and Russian believers
through the studying and applying of God’s Word to their daily
lives.

Yezidi

Population
40,600
Location
Krasnodar Krai, Stavropol
Krai, Yaroslavi Oblast,
Nizhny Novgorod Oblast
Language
Yezidi
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Complete
Status

Yaroslavi Oblast
Nizhny Novgorod Oblast
Krasnodar Krai
Stavropol Krai

Unreached
The Yezidis are a secretive sect of the Kurdish people group who practice an
ancient, syncretistic religion. Yezidism is a unique mixture of a variety of religions,
including folk religion, Zoroastrianism, Christianity, and Sufi Islam. Some Kurdish
Muslims and others in the Middle East consider them to be devil worshipers.
Because of their religious rites, the Yezidis were despised by the rest of the Kurds
and, therefore, lived in isolation. They believe in a supreme God who created the
world but who is remote and has delegated his rule to seven angels, the chief of
whom is the Peacock Angel. This angel is also the devil in Yezidi belief and is seen
as an arbitrary Lord in whom good and evil are combined.

Prayer Points
• Pray that God will open the hearts of Yezidi people to hear the
gospel and respond to follow Jesus.
• Pray that the Yezidi people will know the truth of who God
is and His love for them and will believe that He desires to
have a personal relationship with them.
• Ask God to raise up prayer warriors for the Yezidi people.
• Pray that God will raise up strong, healthy, and growing
churches among the Yezidi people.
• Pray that God’s Word will be proclaimed in their heart
language and go forth in power among the Yezidi people,
and that faith will come from hearing.

Yukaghir
Population
1,600
Location
Yakutia, Chukotka
Language
Yukaghir (northern)
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
Portions
Status

Chukotka

Yakutia

Prayer Points

Unreached

The Yukaghir are an indigenous people group who, like the Nivkh, are known
as the reindeer people. The main traditional activity is nomadic and seminomadic hunting of deer, moose, wild sheep, and sable, as well as fishing.
Reindeer are bred mostly for transportation. Over the years, with the decline
of their traditional economic activities, the dismal environmental situation of
their lands, and the decrease in the population of their people, the Yukaghir
and their language are close to being obsolete. Alongside Russian Orthodox
beliefs, Yukaghir still practice Shamanism and animal worship, particularly the
bear. They believe the spirits can act as protectors and as enemies of people.

• Pray for the Yukaghirs’ hearts to be hungry for truth and to be
searching for the One True Living God.
• Pray for messengers to go to the Yukaghir and to present the
gospel in their heart language, not only with words which can
be understood, but with their very lives.
• Pray for translation of the complete Bible in this people group’s
primary language, and that His Word will go forth among the
Yukaghir in power.
• Pray that God will preserve the Yukaghir people, not only their
culture and language, but also their spiritual lives.
• Pray that the Yukaghir will know that Jesus is God and that it
is He who has made them. Pray that the Yukaghir will be His
people and the sheep of His pasture (Ps. 100).

Yupik-Chaplino

Chukotka

Population
1,738
Location
Chukotka
Language
Chaplino Yupik
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Unreached

The Yupik-Chaplino live along the eastern coast of the Chukchi Peninsula.
The Chaplino were Animists whose beliefs showed much similarity with
those of the Chukchi. The killer whale, raven, and wolf were considered
sacred and could not be killed. The Chaplino, like the Chukchi and
Koryak, believed that Raven had created the world. The swallow (bird)
was particularly revered because it was thought to protect hunters at
sea; killer whales were also revered as protectors of hunters. It was also
thought that the killer whale became a wolf in winter and devoured the
reindeer unless some of the reindeer submitted to the hunters.

Prayer Points
• Pray for the Yupik-Chaplino people to know the power, love, and
authority of Jesus Christ. Pray for their hearts to turn to Him.
• Pray that the Chaplino will be led to the Rock that is higher. Pray that
God will be their refuge and tower of strength against the attacks of
their spiritual enemy. Pray that they will ”dwell in God’s tent forever and
take refuge in the shelter of His wings” (Ps. 61:2-4).
• Pray that the Chaplino will soon hear and read the gospel in their native
language, and that God’s truth would go forth in power.

Yupik-Naukan

Chukotka

Population
450
Location
Chukotka
Language
Naukan Yupik
Religion
Ethnic Religion
Bible Translation
None
Status

Unreached
Prayer Points
The Yupik-Naukan are an indigenous people of Siberia.
They live on the Chukotka Peninsula in the far northeast
in the settlements of Uelen, Lorino, Lavrentiya, and
Provideniya. Many Naukan people now speak the Chukchi
language. Soviet authorities forced the Naukan people to
relocate from their traditional coastal village of Naukan
in 1958. Children were taken away to attend boarding
schools.

• Ask God to heal the hearts of the Naukan from the hurts from the forced exile and
separation of families. Pray for God to break the bonds of anger and bitterness.
• Pray that the Naukan will soon be able to hear the good news of Jesus proclaimed
in their own language. Pray that God will send followers of Jesus to this distant
land to minister to the Naukan and other people groups in this region.
• Ask God to preserve the culture and language of this small people group.
• Pray that the Naukan will be in Christ Jesus, and that He will become to them
wisdom from God, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption so that the
Naukan will boast only in the Lord (1 Cor. 1:30-31).

Gospel Progress Indicators

Every people group in this prayer guide is considered unreached according to the definition below. However, each people group has been more
specifically categorized to demonstrate the degree to which the gospel has penetrated and spread among each group. In other words, there are degrees
to which a people group has been reached. Among some people groups, there are no known believers or churches, no translated Scriptures, and no
one actively trying to share the gospel with them. Among other people groups, there are growing numbers of believers and churches, perhaps some
translated Scriptures, and workers actively serving among them. While all of these people groups are considered unreached, each one is at a different
stage in its progress toward becoming reached. This prayer guide categorizes people groups according to the following gospel progress indicators:
•
•
•
•

Totally unreached – Among these people groups, there are no known evangelical Christians or churches.
Unreached – Among these people groups, there are very few believers. Certainly, less than 2% of the population are evangelical Christians. Some
evangelical resources may be available. Limited evangelism and church planting taking place.
Minimally reached – Among these people groups, less than 2% of the population are evangelical Christians. Widespread evangelism and church
planting taking place.
Reached – Among these people groups, at least 2% of the population are evangelical Christians.

Definitions

What is a people group? Any grouping of people, regardless of size, who have a shared sense of identity
based on one or more of the following common factors: language, religion, ethnicity, and/or geography.
What is an unreached people group? An unreached people group is an ethnolinguistic group among
which there is no indigenous community of evangelical Christians with adequate numbers and resources
to evangelize this people group. These are people (and sometimes places) among whom Christ is largely
unknown and where the church is relatively insufficient to make Christ known in its broader population
without outside assistance. We refer to this group as being less than 2% evangelical Christian.
What is an evangelical Christian? An evangelical Christian is a follower of Jesus Christ who believes:
1) in the Lord Jesus Christ as the sole source of salvation through faith in Him; 2) in personal
faith and conversion with regeneration by the Holy Spirit; 3) that the Word of God is
inspired and the only basis for faith and living; and 4) in a commitment to biblical
preaching and evangelism that brings others to faith in Christ.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
russiapray@gmail.com

Please visit joshuaproject.net or etnopedia.org for further
information on each of these people groups.

