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Welcome to the 15 Days Hindu
World Prayer Guide 2018

ith the encouragement and help of others WorldChristian.com was able to
relaunch this prayer guide last year. We were pleasantly surprised by the broad
interest that it attracted here in North America and by ministries in different countries
who quickly picked it up and mobilized their audience with this same material.
We believe it reflects God’s desire to unite churches globally in prayer and
to get His heart for Hindu peoples. The Bible encourages us that when we
pray and agree together, our prayers are more powerful and effective.
Our hope with these prayer guides (the Muslim one, this Hindu
one and the up-and-coming Buddhism-focused one) is to help our
readers gain deeper empathy and insight into the lives of these
unreached peoples. I believe that the heart-felt prayers that result
from this will also spill over into increased relationships with, and
outreach among, our world’s neighbors.
This year we included a focus on Jesus as the Prince of Peace among
Hindu peoples. We also feature six key Hindu Gateway Cities in India and
provide more background to Hindu beliefs and practices. The time frame
(Oct 28–Nov 11) again coincides with a season of Hindu festivals, particularly
Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights. Together we will pray that they encounter the
love of Christ, who is the light of the world, and turn to Him as their Lord.
Thank you for joining us and others around the globe as we seek the Father’s
heart for Hindus.
Paul
WorldChristian.com and the Hindu World Prayer Focus International

Require Additional Booklets? See Order Form on page 32

A Desire to Bless
It is not our intention with this prayer
focus to disparage India or its majority
religion in any way. On the contrary, as
Christians we embrace the truth that
we have been blessed (as Paul reminds
us in Galatians 3:8) so we can be a
blessing to the nations.
We recognize that India and
Hinduism are far too complex, and
so full of great traditions, to easily
condense, explain or take lightly within
a mere booklet.
As Christians, we yearn that all the
world’s people(s) will have a tangible
opportunity to comprehend the grace
of God incarnated in Jesus Christ. For
this reason, we inform ourselves, so
that we may understand, and learn
how to pray for and support respectful
efforts to make that grace also known
within our world’s Indian and Hindu
communities.

For involvement opportunities:
We encourage you to peruse the ministries
whose advertising significantly contributes
toward this prayer focus; see pages 22–28.
A Guest article contribution by H.L. Richard
appears on page 31.
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Introduction
What is Hinduism?

To speak of Hinduism as a religion is an attempt at simplification
that is ultimately unproductive. There is no central orthodoxy, creed,
or set of beliefs, adherence to which can be used to
determine who is and is not a Hindu. What is popularly
called Hinduism might be better described as a diverse
parliament of belief systems, each of which might
have its separate creeds, practices, etc. It might
be better still to speak of many Hinduism(s),
instead of one Hinduism. However, it is useful
to recognize that the word ‘Hinduism’ is
in such wide use today, by even Hindus
themselves, that we will find its use
almost unavoidable.

Who is a Hindu?

Hindus comprise about 15 percent
of the world’s population. Little
discussion or teaching exists
in any of the numerous
Hindu traditions
regarding how someone
may either become
or cease being
a Hindu. Caste
traditions (a
system of social
classes determined
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by birth) and historical precedence are devoid of tangible ways for
someone to cease being Hindu, or for anyone born outside the Hindu
community to become Hindu (though some notable persons have
tried). In short, to be Hindu is primarily based on being born a
Hindu, and not on any particular faith in any one god.

What is the state of their access to the
Gospel?

Hindus are the second largest least-reached
religious group in the world, and only about
two percent of cross-cultural missionaries
seek to share the gospel with them. The
majority of Hindus still live without any
meaningful access to the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

What are the origins
of Hindu beliefs and
practices?

Many saints, gurus,
authors, and famous
personalities have
contributed to the
development of the
many Hinduisms.
However, none
of them are
responsible for

any single founding event, and none of them alone can be considered
the founder of the Hindu way of life. While most Hindus will affirm
religious texts as being valuable, no sacred texts are held to be fully
and equally authoritative across all of the many Hinduisms.
Complex and diverse Hindu traditions have been in existence
in South Asia since antiquity. Indeed, the farther we go back, the
more difficult it becomes to identify distinctive beliefs and practices.
Without a single founder, founding event, or central authoritative
sacred text, the great freedom to change, adopt new ideas, and
develop new traditions has become one of the most common and
easily recognizable traits of Hinduism. The Hindu community’s
perception of itself continues to evolve at a rapidly increasing pace.
How this self-perception develops will have far-reaching implications
for both Hindus and the rest of the world population.

A special note on prayer

Jesus’ disciples spent years witnessing Him perform miracles,
display power, and teach about the kingdom of God. Of their many
conversations with Jesus, Luke chose to record their request when
they said, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). This profound example
of the disciples giving priority to prayer, and Jesus honoring their
request, serves to remind us how learning to pray effectively is one of
our primary responsibilities as followers of Christ. As we join together
this year, remember to pause and invite the Father to teach you how to
pray for Hindu peoples.

Welcome to the 15 Days Hindu World Prayer Guide 2018!

Hinduism Worldwide
Globally

u The number of Hindus around the world is projected to rise
from about 1.1 billion in 2015 to nearly 1.4 billion in 2050. (As a
percentage of the world population, Hindus will remain fairly stable
at 15 percent.)
u India is home to 94% of the world’s Hindus.
u While the top-three countries with the largest number of Hindus
are India, Nepal and Bangladesh, the first two are the only countries
with a Hindu-majority population.

North America

u The number of Hindus in North America is estimated to rise from
about 2.5 million in 2010 to nearly six million by 2050.
u Their number in the USA will rise from about 1.8 million in 2010 to
4.8 million by 2050.
u Canada’s Hindu population will more than double from about
476,000 in 2010 to about one million by 2050.

India

u In 2018 India’s Hindus make up about 80 percent of India’s total
population of 1.4 billion (or 1.12 billion). This percentage is believed
to decline to 77% by 2050 (or 1.3 billion).
u By 2050 India will become the most populous country with 1.66
billion people.
Sources: Pew Research Center, Times of India
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Day 1 October 28

T

The Charan of West India

he Charan are a semi-nomadic
group of approximately 300,000
people. Historically, they held the roles
of poets and storytellers in royal courts,
spreading the fame of those courts by singing
their praises. Their willingness to die rather
than break a promise has been a subject of
renown for centuries.
Young Nina’s two-year-old niece was
seriously ill in the hospital. Out of desperation
and as a last resort, the family called a longtime missionary friend named Matt for help
and prayer. Back home, a distraught Nina
questioned the family idol-shelf, “Why do we
worship the mother goddess; what did she
ever do for us?” That night, for the first time,
Nina prayed to Jesus asking Him to rescue her
niece.
Soon Nina herself was ill, unable to keep
food or water down and having disturbing
dreams in which dark evil shapes attacked
her. The doctors didn’t know what was wrong
or how to help, but she felt peace whenever
Christians visited and prayed with her for
Jesus’ protection. The uneasiness returned
each time they left, but Nina continued to
pray.
One night, she awoke to find herself and
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her bed-frame turned upside down on the
floor. She told Matt that the family goddess
said, “If you keep on praying in Jesus’ name,
we will do even worse things to you and your
family!”
Not long after that, as Nina tried to sleep,
she saw dark evil shapes crowding around her
tent, trying to enter and attack her. Suddenly,
she saw a bright light on the road outside and
Jesus walking towards her.
He said to her, “I am The King.
I met with nails for your
sadness.” Peace filled her
heart as the evil spirits left.

Ways to pray

o Jesus is head of the highest royal court. Pray that the Charan will discover their true calling to

glorify King Jesus. “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.”
(Isaiah 60:1)
o There are very few known believers among the Charan. Pray that the many gospel seeds planted
in Charan lives will bear fruit. “See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the
peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you.” (Isaiah 60:2)
o Pray that the Charan will come suddenly to Jesus, the Prince of Peace. “Nations will come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.” (Isaiah 60:1–3)

Day 2 October 29

I

Varanasi: City of Light

n the light of the dawn, a man
immerses himself in the Ganges
River. He cups his hands and slowly lifts up
the holy water towards the rising sun. Young
boys of the priestly caste chant mantras in
unison as they practice to become priests
and worship leaders. Bells of thousands of
temples, dedicated to innumerable gods,
ring out. The aroma of incense fills the humid,
dust-laden air. Dodging holy cows, devotees
walk barefoot through narrow alleys that
snake through the ancient city. They bear
fragrant garlands, sweets, and milk to offer in

temples to Shiva, the patron god of the city.
In the evening, priests worship their beloved
mother goddess, the River Ganga, which flows
beside the city.
Varanasi is also known by the ancient name
Kashi, which means the City of Light; and also
by the modern name Banaras. The American
novelist Mark Twain once wrote, “Banaras is
older than history, older than tradition, older
even than legend and looks twice as old as all
of them put together.” Hindus from all over
the world travel to bathe in the holy waters of
the Ganga, hoping to be cleansed of their sin.

Some even come to Varanasi to die and have
their ashes spread on the river in hopes of
receiving liberation.
When Rome was founded, Varanasi was
already an old city. No other city has played
such a central and consistent role in the
development of Hindu literature and classical
thought. It continues to hold a position of
significant influence as a center of Hindu
religious belief, as a place of pilgrimage, and
as a political and educational hub. For these
reasons, it is a Gateway City, and its people
deserve our prayers.

Ways to pray
o Pray for local Christians to walk in radical

love and grace and for the Holy Spirit to move
powerfully through them.
o Pray for both locals and pilgrims to experience
dreams and visions of Jesus as they seek the
divine amidst the many temples.
o Pray for the city to become a true ‘city of light’ so
that Hindus would look towards it and see Jesus.
“The people who walked in darkness have seen
a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness, on them has light shone.” (Isaiah 9:2)
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Day 3 October 30

S

The Waddari: Peace in tragedy

hanti was 25 years old when her
husband of 12 years died. She
needed to work hard to feed her four
children, the oldest of whom was ten. During
the previous five years of her husband’s
sickness, their family tried everything. They
visited doctors, performed various rituals and
worship ceremonies, and sought help from
witch doctors. Nothing helped.
As a last resort, someone encouraged them
to go to a church because miracles, healings,
and deliverances commonly happened there.
For a few years, they went each month to
receive prayer. Despite this, her husband’s
condition slowly worsened, and finally he
died.
Many relatives told her that Jesus had failed
her; that she should stop going to church and
return to her traditional gods and goddesses.
But Shanti’s sister, the only believer in the
family, encouraged her, saying, “Only Jesus
can bring peace; turn to him.” Finally, in
exhaustion, Shanti did just that. Peace flooded
her heart, and her desire to live and provide
for her children was restored. In surrender,
she encountered the Prince of Peace in the
midst of her mourning and suffering.
Caught in a cycle of poverty perpetuated
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by illiteracy, social injustice, and alcohol
addiction, the Waddari work hard to survive.
Mainly dispersed throughout South India,
many families still move from place to place
in search of work as their nomadic ancestors
did. They often live in tents made of bamboo,
tarp, and cloth, situated on the outskirts of
cities or vacant plots of land. Historically, they
are known for their skill in stone-cutting and
digging wells, but now they often work as
day-laborers in construction.

Ways to pray
o Pray for the hearts of Waddari people
to be opened to Jesus’ incredible love.

o Pray for others who have been

devastated by sickness and tragedy to
come to Jesus and find comfort and
peace. “Come to me, all who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest.”
(Matthew 11:28)
o Pray for hope and wisdom for
Christian workers and organizations
to bring holistic transformation.

Day 4 October 31

D

Delhi: The capital city

elhi is an ancient city, well known for serving as a capital of the Mogul
Empire, and after 1911 as the capital of the British Raj as well. New Delhi
continued as the capital city of India upon its independence in 1947. The names
Delhi and New Delhi are often used interchangeably.
With a population of well over 29 million people, Delhi is the most populous city in
India and one of the most important cities of the 21st century. The United Nations has
predicted that New Delhi will become the world’s most populous city by about 2028.
Delhi is a Gateway City for the Hindu world. Peoples from all over the country have
made it their home, with the majority being Hindi-speaking Indians from the north.
Delhi sits on the large Hindi belt that stretches east to west across India. One can find
numerous Hindi variations and dialects, and hundreds of unreached Hindu people
groups from all strata of the caste system.
The majority of Delhi’s rich and powerful
Ways to pray
belong to higher castes, but in recent years
o
Pray for those involved in the
political power has increasingly shifted towards
government of India, that they will serve
the middle castes. Hinduism itself has become
the nation honorably and be blessed as
a politicized topic there as a strident right wing
they do so.
opposes the moderate position of Gandhi and
o
In times of great change, people are
the founders of modern India.
more open to new things. Pray that
Paul wrote to Timothy, regarding those in
as Hindus migrate to the Delhi area,
power saying, “First of all, then, I urge that
they would encounter Christ and make
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
the most significant change of all by
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings
choosing to follow Him.
and all who are in high positions, that we may
o
Pray for the gospel of Christ to impact
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified
the Hindu elite of Delhi, that they would
in every way.” (1 Timothy 2:1–3)
become ambassadors for Christ to the
nation and beyond.
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Day 5 November 1

P

The Kewat people

riya and her family live along the
Ganges River and are members
of one of the large Kewat people groups.
Her father, brother, and most of her other
relatives work as boatmen and fishermen—
occupations traditionally associated with the
Kewat people.
Priya managed to graduate with a
bachelor’s degree in Commerce. She, along
with countless youth like her, hopes to obtain
a job in a government bank. Unfortunately,
despite scraping together the 500-rupee fee
(about US$8) for the bank’s pre-employment
assessment test, her results have not yet
merited a job.
Rajesh lives with his wife and four children
in a simple single room. He graduated with
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a degree in Mechanical Engineering from a
well-known college, but his hunt for a job
where he can use his education came up
empty. Desperate to provide for his family,
he eventually gave up his dream of being an
engineer and opened a tiny tea shop on the
roadside.
Though still rare, increasingly more youth
from low-caste backgrounds, like Priya
and Rajesh, manage to acquire a college
education. Sadly, millions of South Asian
youth from lower castes continue to face an
unemployment crisis and often experience
discrimination throughout their lives.
While education is a powerful tool
for breaking the cycles of poverty and
discrimination, many among the Kewat

community remain hesitant. They often feel
that it produces little fruit due to the ongoing
discrimination in hiring systems and other
forms of prejudice.

Ways to pray
o Pray for creative, powerful outreach to the

Kewat people, who are so familiar with the
lives of fisherman. “And he said to them,
‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of
men.’” (Matthew 4:19)
o Pray that members of the Kewat community
would encounter and respond to the hope
of Jesus who said, “Whoever believes in me,
as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart
will flow rivers of living water.’” (John 7:38)
o Pray for an end to caste discrimination and
that the Kewat, along with all of South Asia,
would escape the vicious cycles of poverty
and discrimination.

Day 6 November 2

K

Kolkata: City of Joy

olkata (formerly Calcutta) was
the first capital of British India
and remains one of the world’s largest
cities, with over 15 million people residing
in its metropolitan area. Bengali-speaking
people groups make up the core of Calcutta’s
population, but migrant speakers of Hindi,
Oriya and other Indian languages account for
nearly half of Kolkata’s population.
Many great missionaries of the Protestant
tradition considered Kolkata the Gateway City
to the Hindu world, British India, and South
Asia as a whole. These included William Carey
(who taught in Kolkata for decades), Henry
Martyn (who focused on the Muslims of India),
Adoniram Judson (who pioneered missions in

Burma (Myanmar)), and Alexander Duff (who
established higher education as Christian
outreach in India).
The Christ-influenced movement Brahmo
Samaj began in Kolkata in the 19th century,
during which many Brahmin and other uppercaste Hindus came to Christ. Today, however,
while Kolkata remains the key Gateway City
to North and North-east India, it probably has
the least Christian influence among all the
major metropolitan areas of India.
Christians must engage the rich heritage
of Bengali culture in Kolkata with
integrity and excellence so that
the love of Christ
would be made known.

Rabindranath Tagore is a
famous 20th-century Bengali poet-writer.
His numerous works, available in many
languages around the world, are admired for
their insight into Hindu culture and religion.
His novel, Gora, illuminates the tensions
between Hindu traditions and illustrates the
general irrelevance of traditional Christianity
to Hindus. The Hare Krishna movement is
also rooted in a 16th-century Bengali spiritual
movement.

Ways to pray
o Pray for Christians in Kolkata to live out true spirituality in

ways that genuinely move Hindus with the truth of the gospel.

o Pray for house church movements to be born among the

dozens—even hundreds—of unreached people groups in the
massive city.
o Pray for Bengalis now living all over the world, that lovers
of Christ would seek them out for friendship and offer an
engaging representation of Christ.
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Day 7 November 3

The Yadav in India

T

here are approximately 58 million Yadav
people spread all over India. Traditionally,
they are milkmen, cow herders, and cattle
breeders, but some contemporary Yadavs
are also businessmen, teachers, doctors, and
engineers. In recent times, they have become
politically influential, particularly in North
India.
To protect their families and cattle from
curses, Yadavs often put faith in amulets,
astrologers, and witch doctors. Many believe
the god Krishna himself was Yadav and
therefore worship him with great devotion.
Some years ago, a young Yadav man
named Sunil became a regular attendee at a
local gathering of Christian students. While
not yet a committed follower of Jesus, he had
heard many stories from the Bible and began
to experience the power of prayer.
One afternoon, Sunil was involved in a
highway accident that left him in a coma.
Believers from the student fellowship visited
him in the hospital and told his family how
Sunil had been a part of their group. They
asked if they could continue to visit and
pray for him. Desperate for a change in the
situation, the family eagerly agreed, and the
group continued to visit Sunil and pray for
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him faithfully.
After being in a coma for almost a month,
Sunil finally awoke—to the delight of all
those around him. Though he suffered brain
damage, and many doubted whether he
would be able to continue his studies, he
managed to earn a degree in Engineering.
Sunil gives glory to Jesus for healing and
delivering him, and he has now committed his
life to follow Him.

Ways to pray
o Pray that more Yadavs would experience

the saving grace and healing power of
Jesus.
o Pray that Yadavs in the political arena
would come to faith in Christ and impact
the broader society with obedience to His
teachings.
o Pray for Yadav believers boldly to share the
good news in the community as they deliver
milk, and for the Lord to confirm their
message with signs and wonders. “For God,
who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’
has shone in our hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6)

Day 8 November 4

T

Mumbai: City of Dreams

he British developed Mumbai
(then called Bombay) as a
great port city on India’s west coast.
It’s the capital of Maharashtra State, the
financial capital of India, and also the home
of Bollywood, India’s premiere movie
production facility.
With India now the sixth wealthiest nation
in the world, Mumbai maintains a strategic
connection with the rest of the country.
And as Hindi films continue to increase in
popularity, the city’s global influence is
significant as well.
Over 20 million people inhabit Mumbai,
making it one of India’s most populous cities.
Besides its native population of Marathas,
there are also many Gujaratis from the state
immediately to the north, Tamils from the
south, and many other peoples from all
over India who have come to Mumbai for
economic opportunities.
Mumbai is also famous for B R Ambedkar
(1891–1956), a hero of the Dalit people
(formerly called the Untouchables). He was
the first of his caste to be educated at what
was then the University of Bombay (since
1996, the University of Mumbai) and went on
to become the chief architect of the Indian

constitution.
While there is an active Roman Catholic
presence in Mumbai, and the Protestant
Church has seen growth among low-caste
Hindus, it will require a tremendous and
intentional effort to impact this massive city

for Christ. But the prize is worth it. Christians
have much to win by sharing the love of Jesus
through the entertainment industry and
ministering to those who hold the keys to
much of India’s immense wealth.

Ways to pray
o Pray for the creatives—those who

call Mumbai home and who lead the
entertainment industry, including
movie stars, producers, musicians, and
other artists.
o Pray for those who steward the
immense wealth of Mumbai—bankers
(including managers of India’s Reserve
Bank, which has its headquarters
in Mumbai) and those involved in
business (especially the management
of many large firms based out of
Mumbai).
o Pray for the growing Christian
movements among the tribal and Dalit
peoples of Mumbai and Maharashtra,
and pray that higher-caste groups
would also be touched by the gospel in
the same way other groups have been.
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Day 9 November 5

A

Brahmin in India

young Brahmin man politely asks
a low-caste woman for a drink of
water. Hesitantly, she pours the water, and
he appreciatively takes the glass. For many
Brahmins, this would be considered ritually
impure. But this particular Brahmin man—his
name is Manoj—has been transformed.
Some time before, Manoj had suffered a
severe injury and was bleeding profusely. In
desperation, he cried out a name he

had once heard – “Jesus”. Miraculously, the
bleeding stopped. Later, as he drifted in and
out of sleep at the hospital, he felt darkness
surrounding him, trying to consume him.
Suddenly, he saw a man in white reaching
down to rescue him. This experience led
Manoj to become a Christian.
About six percent of India’s Hindus are
Brahmin. They are considered high-caste, and
traditionally they serve as priests, custodians,
and transmitters of sacred traditions. Their
status has made them very influential.
Brahmins maintain ritualistic purity through
the observance of many religious rules, many

of which relate to diet and avoiding contact
with lower castes. Most are strictly vegetarian
and do not handle materials such as leather,
which are considered impure. Due to their
strict observation of religious traditions,
Brahmins are largely unreached by efforts to
share the gospel.
Peter, when writing to the Church about
the state of all believers said, “But you are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”
(1 Peter 2:9)

Ways to pray
o Pray that the light of the gospel would break through the veil
of pride that blinds the Brahmin community, due to its high
status and relative affluence in Hindu culture.
o Pray that the true God will reveal Himself to Brahmins, and
that they will use their significant influence to declare the
excellencies of Jesus.
o Pray for the few Brahmins who follow Jesus to share His
love with their friends, neighbors, and relatives in practical
and powerful ways. Less than 0.1 percent of Brahmins are
Christians.
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Day 10 November 6

B

Bangalore: Silicon Valley of India

angalore sits in the middle of
South India. It has experienced
massive growth fueled by its reputation
as the first great high-tech hub in India. This
growth, along with the temperate climate,
has made it an attractive center for many
educational institutions, including some of
India’s most famous Christian institutions.
However, despite the presence of a highly
educated Christian population, the gospel
has made little impression on the Hindu

peoples of the city or the surrounding State of
Karnataka.
Urbanization and modernization are
breaking down many traditional caste
divisions and taboos, particularly among
young professionals. But this development
has yet to prove useful in the spread of the
gospel. Christianity is still seen as a foreign
faith, and traditional methods of presenting
the good news of Christ have not resonated
with the life or concerns of most Hindus.

Kannada is the local language in Bangalore,
but Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, and Hindi are
all prominent as well. Its strategic location in
the middle of South-central India, its deep
cultural ties to the surrounding regions,
and its influence over the development of
information and communication technologies
make it an important Gateway City in South
Asia.

Ways to pray
o Pray that Bangalore’s population, often a

catalyst for immense change through adopting
and creating new technologies, would hear and
respond to the good news of Christ and use their
skills and talents to share His love.
o Pray for the emergence of new expressions of
discipleship to demonstrate the relevance of
Jesus to Hindus in Bangalore and the State of
Karnataka.
o Pray that the many students who go to Bangalore
to study would encounter Christ and that there
would be a powerful student movement towards
Christ from this city of the future.
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Day 11 November 7

D

Diwali: The Festival of Lights

iwali, popularly known as the
Festival of Lights, is probably
the most significant and well-known
Hindu celebration. This cultural and religious
extravaganza takes place each year in
October or November and stands out
amongst the many Hindu festivals for its
fireworks and colorful displays.
Stories of the festival’s origins vary across
regions. The word Diwali is a shortened form
of Deepavali, which means “row of lamps”. It
celebrates the triumph of light over darkness,
good over evil. It lasts five days and includes
many rituals and festivities in various forms
across the Hindu world.
Like most other Indian festivals, Diwali
is also a time for visiting with relatives and
friends. The mixture of social, traditional,
and spiritual affairs in Indian festivals is both
fascinating and complex; it represents a time
of great openness among Hindus, including
to the gospel.
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Hindus place great importance on the
Festival of Lights, so it’s appropriate that we
pray for them to receive the greatest blessing
of all: Revelation of Jesus, the Light of the
world and Savior of all humanity. “Again Jesus
spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.’”
(John 8:12)

Ways to pray
o Pray that Hindus worldwide would receive
the greatest blessing of all, a revelation of
Jesus, who is the Light of the world and
Savior of all humanity.
o Pray for disciples of Christ to find ways to
join with their Hindu neighbors and share
the gospel with boldness and love.
o Pray that Hindus around the world will be
drawn to the story of Jesus, the one who
overcame darkness once and for all.

Day 12 November 8

A

The Kumaoni of the Himalaya

s an orthodox Brahmin Hindu,
Jeetu performed his dharma
(roughly translated as “duty”) as best he
could. He cleaned the temple every morning,
occupied the front row of every worship
service and followed every rule. His karma
should have been good. And yet despite all
this, the family business had collapsed, and
debt collectors were knocking at his door.
Eventually, Jeetu began to contemplate
suicide. But that very day, the man in white
appeared to him and changed everything.
Jeetu and his wife and child gave their lives to
Jesus. They now follow Him wholeheartedly,
witnessing despite the hardships they still
face.

Jeetu is a typical Kumaoni living in the
Indian State of Uttarakhand in the Himalaya.
Approximately 85 percent of the three million
Kumaoni people belong to the two highest
castes (Brahmins and Rajputs), and the vast
majority of them are committed Hindus. You
will find a small altar in every house, where
they worship daily.
A fledgling Jesus movement has taken off
among the Kumaonis and has already resulted
in the writing of more than 20 Christian
worship songs. Through worshiping Christ,
many believers have experienced freedom
from fear, superstition, and demonic attacks.

“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out
my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young
men shall see visions.” (Joel 2:28)

Ways to pray
o Pray for the Lord to give dreams and visions

to the Kumaonis, that their hearts may open
to receive Jesus.
o Pray for family life in Kumaon—for hope,
restoration, and employment.
o Pray for the movement of Kumaoni towards
Jesus, that the believers would become
stronger and develop a greater sense of
community.
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Published resources
N ew
for
2019

Buddhist
World
Prayer Guide 2019

WorldChristian
Our newest annual informative prayer
guide booklet focuses on the Buddhist
World. This prayer focus calls Christians
and churches to set aside ANY 15 DAYS
IN 2019 to learn about and pray for
our world’s 500-plus million Buddhist
neighbors. Preorders can be placed now;
booklets will start shipping Dec/Jan.
Price: $3 each (orders of 10–49: $2.25 each;
50–249: $1.75 each; 250+: $1.45 each)

Sharing Your Faith
with a Hindu
Madasamy Thirumalai
Baker
The author was raised
a Hindu and became
a believer in Jesus. He
explains historical and
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contemporary Hindu customs, ritual practices,
and intellectual obstacles to Christianity,
and offers practical tips and tools on how to
share the Lord with Hindus. Sharing Your Faith
with a Hindu is an effective guide for Hindu
evangelism both in the United States and
abroad. Retail: $15; Sale Price: $13.50

The Christ of the
Indian Road

E Stanley Jones
Abingdon
While this book was written
nearly 100 years ago, it
remains very relevant. Jones
recounts his experiences in
India, where he arrived as
a young and presumptuous missionary who
later matured into a veteran who attempted
to contextualize Jesus Christ within the
Indian culture. This is not a book of methods
to export Western Christianity. Called “the
world’s greatest missionary evangelist” by
Time magazine in 1938, Jones spent 70 years
traveling throughout the world.
Retail: $14.99; Sale Price: $13.49

Disciple Making among
Hindus

Timothy Shultz
WCL
Drawing on 30 years’
experience among Hindus,
the author describes how
Hindu people experience
and respond to Jesus Christ. What are the
core values and rhythms of their cultural
world? What are the patterns of community
and discipleship that help them draw closer
to Jesus? Through moving personal stories,
biblical reflection, and practical wisdom,
Shultz introduces us to the centrality of
family, the covenantal relationships that make
up Hindu social life, and the yearning for
authentic spiritual experience. Far more than
a strategy of contextualization or a blueprint
for successful evangelism, you will discover
the beauty of Hindus as Jesus sees them—
and the beauty of Jesus through Hindu eyes.
Retail: $14.99; Sale Price: $12.74

Order Now
See page 32 for full ordering details.

Hinduism: An
Exploration (DVD)

This just released (Aug
2018) 20-minute video
program provides (as
one would expect) a
very colorful journey
into Hinduism’s diverse landscape of
viewing the world. It explores a variety
of beliefs and practices common to the
Hindu religious traditions. Many of these
observances are adhered to in the daily lives
of about 1.1 billion people worldwide, making
it the world’s third largest religion. (The
DVD also includes a shorter 10- as well as a
5-minute version of the program.)
Retail: $12.50; Sale Price: $10.00

Hinduism

H L Richard
WCL
Hinduism is a complex
system of diverse beliefs
and practices. If you want
to better understand the
over one billion Hindus of
the world, Richard’s brief
but insightful Hinduism is a good starter. In

it, he addresses both esoteric and practical
issues. Within this small book, the author
takes us on a quick tour of Hinduism’s
scriptures and basic philosophies; he also
includes a comprehensive glossary of Hindu
terminology. Retail: $6.99; Sale Price: $6.99

Understanding World
Christianity: India

Dyron B Daughrity and
Jesudas M Athyal
Fortress Press
Indian Christianity,
entrenched since the early
centuries after Saint Thomas
is believed to have brought
the faith to South India, is a senior member
of the global Christian family. This book, part
of a series on World Christianity, tells us the
story of the emergence of India’s Church, her
growth and broadening throughout history,
and her diverse and significant societal
contribution to contemporary India.
Retail: $19.00; Sale Price: $16.15

2019 Personal Prayer
Diary/Daily Planner

YWAM Publishing
(starts shipping Sept 2018)
Believers all over the world
use this 200-page, spiralbound, popular annual
product to both organize
their schedules and goals and
journal their prayer times and
Bible reading. It is designed to
help you live an intentional,
integrated life connected
to God’s kingdom. You will
find calendar pages for daily,
weekly, monthly and longrange scheduling, alongside
a Bible-reading plan, and
daily prayer points for needs
around the world, as well as
mission information, maps
and illustrated profiles on
peoples and countries. This
tool will help you Plan, Journal and Pray!
(Makes a great Christmas present.)
Retail: $17.99; Sale Price: $11.65
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Day 13 November 9

A

Pilgrimage: Knocking on the door

fter traveling hundreds of miles,
first by train and then by jeep,
the barefoot family begins to climb the
steep hill. They seek the glacier from where
the holy Ganges River begins its long journey
southward. Their ageing grandmother wishes
to see the sacred site and receive the blessing
of her god. Her oldest grandson assists her
while the younger children run on ahead.
Spiritual pilgrimage is of great importance
to Hindus, and each year many families make

such journeys in search of a blessing from one
of the gods.
Many pilgrimage sites are spread across the
Indian subcontinent, each holding particular
significance for different sects of Hindus.
Some may travel to the “Four Abodes of God”
– the historical temple sites of Badrinath,
Dwarka, Jagannath Puri, and Rameshwaram.
Many north Indians go to the Himalayan
sites of Yamunotri, Gangotri, Kedarnath, and
Badrinath.

The Hindi word for pilgrimage can mean
“a ford in a river”, and many believe there is a
metaphorical river separating them from the
gods. Crossing requires the help of a boatman
– a true teacher to carry them there.
“For everyone who asks receives, and the
one who seeks finds, and to the one who
knocks it will be opened.” (Matthew 7:8).
Today, let our prayers be for those Hindus
who are always seeking. Let a cry rise for the
pilgrims who have yet to find Jesus.

Ways to pray
o Pray that Hindu peoples would knock

on the door of relationship to the one
true God and that He, in His great
grace, would answer.
o Pray for the millions of Hindu pilgrims
who set aside time for searching each
year, that they will encounter Christ in
dreams and visions and turn to Him as
their Savior.
o Pray that Hindus would hear and
respond to the good news of Jesus,
who is the true boatman and only
path to reconciliation between man
and God.
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Day 14 November 10

M

Shiva’s Night, Krishna’s
birthday and other festivals

aha Shivratri, the Great Night of
Shiva, is a significant festival for
Saivite (Shiva-focused) Hindus, though
many non-Saivite Hindus also participate.
Shiva is often portrayed as an ascetic, and
the festival of Shivratri involves numerous
ascetic rituals. Many adherents stay awake,
worshiping throughout the night as part of
the celebrations.
Krishna Janmashtami is a birthday festival
in commemoration of Krishna’s birth.
Vaishnava (Vishnu-focused) Hindus make
up the largest variety of Hindus, and Krishna
is the most popular of the Vishnu avatars
(incarnations). This festival is celebrated
widely with many local variations. In Mumbai,
for example, human pyramids attempt to
reach and break a dangling clay pot filled with
buttermilk.
Another significant festival that is
commonly celebrated under various names is
Navratri, or “The Nine Nights”. Worship during
Navratri primarily focuses on the goddess
Durga’s destruction of a great demon.
Christmas and Good Friday are national

holidays in India, and many Hindus celebrate
Christmas in some form. While these
celebrations are primarily seen as Western
traditions, and often feature Santa Claus more
than Christ, they still provide one of the few
opportunities that Hindus may have to hear
the gospel.

Ways to pray
o Pray that Hindus would see and respond

to the story of Christ’s birth, death, and
resurrection as the perfect example of a
Savior willing to do the hard things out of
love for all peoples. “For while we were still
weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly.” (Romans 5:6)
o Pray that, in the midst of festivals, Hindus
would find the pure, living God and that
they would finally proclaim the glory of
Jesus with all their immense creativity and
joy.
o Pray for Christians to reach out to Hindus,
particularly during Christmas and Easter,
sharing the true meaning of those festivals.
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Day 15 November 11

P

Pongal: Life to the full

ongal is a Hindu festival usually
celebrated mid-January in the
Indian State of Tamil Nadu. Primarily a
harvest festival, people thank their gods
and express their gratitude to the cattle that
helped them procure a bountiful harvest. It
is also a time to share the joy of harvest with
relatives and friends.
On the day before Pongal, called Bhogi,
families collect unwanted things and burn
them to the beating of drums. The entire
house is washed and cleaned, and decorative
patterns are placed at entryways and stairs.
During the festival, families cook rice
pudding using new clay pots, fresh rice,
and fresh milk. When the milk boils and
overflows, people shout, “Pongalo Pongal!”
Pongal (“overflowing”) signifies the abundant
blessings of life. The family then offers the
cooked rice to the sun deity and enjoys a
grand feast.
During the later days of the festival, the
cattle are washed, fed well, and have their
horns painted. The last day of the celebration
is for visiting neighbors and relatives. All
married women receive a special gift on that
day, and sisters pray for long lives for their
brothers.
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Ways to pray
o Pray that eyes will be opened

during Pongol to see the true Lord
of the harvest and that thanks will
be given to Jesus for His abundant
blessings. For Jesus said, “The thief
comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. I came that they may have
life and have it abundantly.” (John
10:10)
o Pray for disciples of Christ in Hindu
families who wrestle with idolatrous
aspects of festivals, that they would
not be estranged, but would learn
effectively to represent Christ within
their families while honoring Him
without compromise.
o Pray that the joy of festivals and
family life would be experienced
and modeled by disciples of Christ,
drawing many Hindus to Jesus, who
said of the Father in Heaven, creator
of the sun itself, “For he makes his
sun rise on the evil and on the good,
and sends rain on the just and on
the unjust.” (Matthew 5:45)

Staying engaged

L

et us ask God to share His heart
of compassion with us for
those who don’t yet know Him as their
shepherd. “When he went ashore he saw
a great crowd, and he had compassion on
them, because they were like sheep without a
shepherd. And he began to teach them many
things.” (Mark 6:34)
Out of this compassion, we can look at each
Hindu person as a unique individual, caring
about them and their journey through life,
respecting their convictions while praying for
them and for opportunities to demonstrate
the love of Christ to them.
There is tremendous diversity among
Hindus regarding what they believe and how
they live their lives. Hindus are very open
about their faith if you approach them with
a genuine interest, and are open to give and
seek their friendship.
Remember that, as you pursue a
relationship with them, John wrote, “Beloved,
if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another.” (1 John 4:11). You may not know how

And lastly …

to love and reach out to Hindus, but as you
set time aside to pray for God’s blessing to be
upon the lives of Hindus (itself an act of love),
the Holy Spirit will prepare you.
Pray also that God would send out more
workers into the harvest (Matthew 9:37).
Thank you for praying together with us this
year.

Here is a sampling of other activities you
could consider:

15 DAYS BUDDHIST
WORLD
PRAYER GUIDE

We welcome you
to
also join us in learn
ing
about and praying
for
our world’s Buddhis
t
neighbors this
coming 2019
A Prayer Guide wi
ll be available from
WorldChristian.com
.

1 Decide to pray for Hindus throughout the
year.
2 Find out about (and support) outreach
efforts to Hindu students, or other Hindu
communities that may exist in your area.
3 Read a book or two to learn more about
Hindus.
4 Follow the Hindu World Prayer Focus on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

We would love to hear what you think about this guide! Please send us any insights
that you received during your prayer, or feedback to the prayer guide itself.
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Can you change
child’s
life?

ONE

A child in India needs
your help today
PO Box 5470, Eugene, OR • 877-874-6342 • Sponsorship@indiapartners.org

Your sponsorship will transorm her life: indiapartners.org/sponsor

Authentic Integrated Wholistic
For over 160 years,
we’ve been helping
people just like you
use their training and
professional skills to
serve where few have
ever met a follower
of Jesus. Ask us how
God can use you.
USA
www.interserveusa.org | 800-809-4440

A ministry
of

Offering Strategies, Resources, & Trainings To Mobilize Believers
To Share The Love Of Jesus With Our South Asian Neighbors

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR EVA
EVANGELISM TRAINING
NING
12-hour course offered as in-person seminar and as webinar

RELATIONAL • RESPECTFUL • INCARNATIONAL

STRENGTHENING YOUR PRAYER SKILLS
INTERCESSORY PRAYER TRAINING By Dr. Shashi Jatiani
Biblical teaching with a South Asian flavor to revitalize
your prayer life! Available as online video and DVD set
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT
nayajeevan@cru.org
www.nayajeevan.org/resources

Naya Jeevan: New Life for South Asians

Over 2,500 people groups are predominantly Hindu.
More than 2,300 are least-reached.

But God.
Statistics: joshuaproject.net
Images are representative. © 2018 Christar

People like you have helped
change millions of lives like
hers through the precious
gift of God’s Word. Join us
to reach millions more!
For more than 45 years, Bibles For The World
has provided Bibles to India’s Hindu people.
Please consider helping to reach even more!
John L. Pudaite
President & CEO

BiblesForTheWorldAd-HinduPrayerGuide.indd 1

biblesfortheworld.org
(888) 38-BIBLE
7/17/17 10:46 AM

BUDDHIST WORLD
PRAYER GUIDE
Christians Learning about and
Praying for the Buddhist world

2019 Edition
Join Christians around the world in
prayer for our Buddhist neighbors

Preorder
your copy fro
m
WorldChristia
n.com
see pages
16 & 17

Relating to God as
Christians and Hindus
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Relating to God is too vast and broad a topic to be
dealt with adequately in this brief space. But a first
truism is that God does not care about religious labels,
which are human creations. Many Christians and many
Hindus have no real concern about God, rather live
their lives for fully worldly ends. What religious label
they carry along with such lifestyles neither helps nor
hurts their relationship with God.

T

his illustrates the danger of generalizations, yet without
generalizations it is impossible to talk about “Christians”
(contemplate the diversity of over 2 billion people!) and “Hindus” (over
a billion people). One of the broad differences between the traditions
in the area of relating to God is that Hindus generally have a very
high view of the mystery of God. Biblical teachings that focus on the
mystery of God include “My ways are higher than your ways and My
thoughts are higher than your thoughts” (Isa. 55.9) and “knowledge
puffs up but love builds up; anyone who thinks they know something
does not yet know as they ought to know” (I Cor. 8.1–2).
Christians generally do not focus on these verses about the mystery
of God, rather focus on God’s revelation about Himself and His
invitation to relationship with Him. In popular forms this often comes

across as simplistic formulas that are offensive to serious Hindus. In
embracing the mysteries of God, Hindus are slow to criticize anything
that is said about God, and practice idolatrous ways of worship that
shock and/or confuse sincere Christians. Engagement between Hindus
and Christians needs to be with empathetic understanding of these
differences.
The breadth of Hindu perspectives leaves room for a high view of
Jesus, even granting that Jesus is a manifestation of God (or a god;
Hindu theologies of God/gods are not simple). Disciples of Jesus who
barge through this open door with emphasis on Jesus as the only way
to God generally do great harm. Rude and narrow-minded views are
deeply incompatible with what Hindus understand about the divine
(and two Bible verses have been given above that support maintaining
an attitude of mystery whenever a lover of the Bible speaks about
God).
Christians are well aware that the Bible is against idolatry, but few
reflect on the need to pastorally relate to idolatrous Hindus. There is
no reason to fear idols or idolaters. Hindus often come to relationship
with Christ first through a relationship with a disciple of Christ. An
attitude or respect towards all Hindu traditions will enable strong
relationships with Hindus that reflect the way of Christ. “How to relate
to God” is a good topic to discuss with a Hindu friend, not only in terms
of broad “Christian” and “Hindu” traditions, but in daily life practice.
H. L. Richard
http://margnetwork.org/
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BILLING ADDRESS

Order form

Order additional booklets for yourself or others
1–9 booklets: $3 each • 10–49: $2.25 each • 50–249: $1.75 each • 250–999: $1.45

Name

TITLE (see resources on pages 16 & 17)

PRICE

QTY

TOTAL

Address
City

State

Zip

My Phone
My Email
n My check is enclosed payable to WorldChristian.com
U.S. $ Check drawn on U.S. Bank only (available at most Banks worldwide)

n Please charge my n VISA n MASTERCARD n DISCOVER n AMEX
Card No

Expiry date

Signature

CVV*

SHIPPING ADDRESS

If different from above

*CVV security code: VISA/MC/DISC on signature panel. AMEX front above CC no.
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Name
Address
City

State

MAIL YOUR ORDER FORM AND PAYMENT TO:
WorldChristian.com, PO Box 9208,
Colorado Springs, CO 80932 or visit
www.WorldChristian.com
Email: orders@worldchristian.com

Zip

Standard Shipping
(Online shipping calculations may differ slighty)

Sub-total $

USA Addresses (for Prayer Booklets)
First copy: $2.50 (add $0.50 for each additional up to 20),
20 copies: $12 (add $0.20 for each additional up to 100),
100 copies: $28 (add $0.15 for each additional booklet)

Sales Tax $
Only for Colorado orders: 2.9%

USA Addresses (for the Other Resources)
First item: $3.99 (add $1.50 for each additional item)

Shipping & Handling $

Shipping to Canada from USA (for Prayer Booklets):
$3 per booklet up to 3 copies. $16 for any number between 4–10,
$25: 11–15, $35: 16–20, $45: 21–25
(add $3 for every five booklets over 25 copies; e.g.,
$48 for up to 30 copies; $51 for up to 35, etc)

*Donation $
Total $

Shipping to Canada from USA (for the Other Resources)
First item: $15 (add $2.50 for each additional)
For other countries: place order online or enquire by email.

* Your donation helps us to assist ministry
opportunities, and develop Prayer Focus material.

Any donation of $25 or more is tax-deductible to US tax payers
(will be receipted by WorldChristian Concern). You can also securely
donate online at www.WorldChristianConcern.org/donate

To increase understanding of the
Great Commission within our contemporary
and globalized world … since 1986

PO Box 9208, Colorado Springs, CO 80932
orders@worldchristian.com
www.WorldChristian.com

Copyright © WorldChristian News & Books 2018

Designed by Jonathan Edwards create@jonathanedwardsdesign.com

